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The Eagle’s Eye 
April 2016 

Newsletter of the Gainesville, Florida, Chapter of the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) 

President’s Message:  

I just looked back and it was March 13 when I last put “pen to paper” or thank good-

ness it is fingers to keyboard.  I was going to write last night after the board of directors 

meeting, but glad I waited until this morning. We had reviewed the article in Gaines-

ville Sun about the damage to the Walk through Time Memorial at Veterans Memorial 

Park,  I and was feeling the “rage” once more.  This morning I am turning that “rage” 

into an action plan – I will be making a donation to the Veterans Memorial Com-

mittee and am asking each of you to consider doing the same.  

On the positive side we present ROTC awards to Army and Air Force this week and 

Navy next week and more JROTC presentations are right around the corner.  These 

young men and women will do our country proud and we should be proud that MOAA 

recognizes that and them.   

Kudos to Candy Gleason for our new MOAA Banner, which we had displayed at our 

table at the Medal of Honor Recognition Day at the American Legion.  We will have it 

on display at our upcoming luncheon and I think you will be impressed.  Also, Kudos 

to Maurice Levy for his hard work and patience to get our banking “situation” under 

control.  It was a slog, but DONE!  

Finally, remember we have our Facebook Page which is updated several times a week, 

often with call to action to protect our hard earned benefits.  The Facebook address is  -

-https://www.facebook.com/gainesvillemoaa/ 

Feel free to contact me with comments and even complaints:  email is : presi-

dent@gainesvillemoaa.org  

Look forward to seeing you at our Cinco De Mayo luncheon!   

Fred Judkins 
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Gainesville Civic Chorus  CHAMBER SINGERS   Present 

 

Near the intersection of NW 5th Ave and NW 17th St. 

Featuring the JNROTC Color Guard of Gainesville High School 

 

 

 

To Property Appraisers, Veteran Service Offices, and Interested Parties: 

The Department of Revenue has posted an informational bulletin on the updated military operations that qualify 
deployed service members for an additional homestead exemption. Chapter 2016-26, Laws of Florida, became ef-
fective March 8, 2016. PTO Bulletin 2016-01 is on the DOR website in the Revenue Law Library. The bulletin 
lists the operations that qualify certain service members for the homestead exemption under section 196.173, Flori-
da Statutes, and explains how property appraisers calculate the 2016 exemption. 

 

The department has revised Form DR-501M, Deployed Military Exemption Application, and posted it on the web-
site at http://dor.myflorida.com/dor/property/forms. Section 2 of Chapter 2016-26, L.O.F., provides an extended 
deadline until June 1, 2016, for an applicant to file the Form DR-501M with the property appraiser for the 2016 tax 
year. This form is now available for applicants and local officials. Property appraisers must continue to accept the 
currently adopted version until the department promulgates the provisional form as a rule.  

 

Please send your questions to DORPTO@dor.state.fl.us.  

 

Additional Homestead Exemption 
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Name (s) 

_______________________________________________ 

Amount enclosed________  

Questions? Candy Gleason (352-333-8974) (return this form with your check, payable to MOAA)  We must have 

your meal selection and reservation count by Friday  29 APR 

We have the following choices:  

Indicate your choice of lunch (s) Cost: $10.00 per person– includes gratuity   

______ One Beef Burrito, one Cheese Enchilada, Mexican rice OR refried beans.  Indicate Rice OR Beans 

______Taco Salad a crispy flour shell, chicken over beans topped with lettuce, tomatoes,  shredded cheese, sour cream and 

cheese sauce. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Cost: $12.00 per person– includes gratuity  

______ One Cheese Quesadilla stuffed with spinach, tomatoes and onions, Mexican rice OR  refried beans AND guacamole 

salad.  Indicate Rice OR Beans. 

______Steak Fajitas (onions green peppers & tomatoes) with Mexican Rice,  refried beans, lettuce, fresh   guacamole, sour 

cream, pico de gallo and 3 flour tortillas  

______Chicken Fajitas (onions green peppers & tomatoes) with Mexican Rice,  refried beans, lettuce, fresh guacamole, sour 

cream, pico de gallo and 3 flour tortillas 

All lunches include a choice of beverage (coffee, tea, lemonade, or soda). 

 CASH BAR 

Wear your name tag! 

 

 

Gainesville Chapter, MOAA 

 P.O. Box 142423 

Gainesville, FL  32614-2423 

CINCO de MAYO Reservation and Menu 

Tuesday, 3 May at 12 pm,  (11:30 Social) 

Linda Vista Restaurant,  

7070 SW Archer Road, Suite 3102  

Tower Road Shopping Center 

352-377-7866 
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Defense Media Activity 

4/1/2016 - WASHINGTON (AFRNS) -- Service members who 

serve or have served in Iraq or Syria as part of Operation Inherent 

Resolve will receive the Inherent Resolve Campaign Medal, De-

fense Secretary Ash Carter announced March 30 in Tampa, Flori-

da. 

Carter announced the new medal during the U.S. Central Com-

mand change of command ceremony. Army Gen. Lloyd J. Austin 

III transferred the command's flag to Army Gen. Joe Votel. 

 

"It is fitting then, that as we mark the change of command be-

tween these two leaders, that we introduce the Inherent Resolve 

Campaign Medal," Carter said. "I am pleased to announce today, by the president's order and upon the chairman's 

and my recommendation, that our Sailors, Soldiers, Airmen and Marines serving in Iraq and Syria as part of Opera-

tion Inherent Resolve are now eligible for this medal and distinction." 

 

The medal is retroactive to June 15, 2014, and is for service members based in Iraq or Syria, those who flew mis-

sions over those countries, and those who served in contiguous waters for 30 consecutive days or 60 nonconsecutive 

days, officials said. 

 

The medal distinctly recognizes service members battling terrorist groups in Iraq and Syria. Service members who 

were killed or were medically evacuated from those countries because of wounds or injuries immediately qualify for 

the medal, as do members who engaged in combat.  

Previously, the Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal recognized service in Iraq and Syria, and service 

members in neighboring countries such as Turkey will continue to receive that medal.  

The president establishes campaign medals for large-scale and long-duration combat actions or operations. Inherent 

Resolve meets the criteria, officials said. The entire operational area has been subject to lethal combat operations. 

U.S. forces are executing an extensive air campaign in the region. A U.S. division-plus force is providing command 

and control, intelligence and other advisory services. 

The medal is separate from the Iraq Campaign Medal, earned for service during operations Iraqi Freedom and New 

Dawn, officials said.  (Courtesy of Air Force News Service)  

Inherent Resolve Campaign Medal 

 

 

FALLS CHURCH, VA. — Cataract removal is one of the most common operations performed in the United 

States.  According to the National Eye Institute, it also is one of the safest and most effective types of surgery. In 

about 90 percent of cases, people who have cataract surgery have better vision afterward. TRICARE covers cata-

ract surgery and related supplies and services.                                                                    Continued on Page 8 

Medical Corner: TRICARE cataract coverage explained 
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The Veteran's Identification Card Act of 2015 (Public Law No: 114-31)directs 

the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to issue a veteran’s identification 

card to a requesting a veteran who is neither entitled to military retired pay nor 

enrolled in the VA system of patient enrollment. The law requires the card, among other things, to: (1) display the vet-

eran’s name and photograph, and (2) serve as proof that the veteran has a DD-214 form or other official document in 

his or her military personnel file that describes the veteran’s military service. The law also directs the VA to charge a 

card fee and states that the card shall not serve as proof of entitlement to any benefits. 

 

 

 

 

Do you know the proper conduct when the United States Flag is posted or passes in review, the National An-

them is played or the Pledge of Allegiance is recited? 

Congress has expanded veterans’ rights in federal law in recent years; the most recent was the 2013 change which 

affected the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Respect for the Flag 

During the raising or lowering of the flag, when the flag is passing in a parade or in review, and also during the 

Pledge of Allegiance, there are different courses of action depending on your current status. In the instances men-

tioned above, all uniformed personnel should render the military salute, and members of the Armed Forces and vet-

erans who are present, but not in uniform, may also salute. All other persons present should face the flag and stand 

at attention with their right hand over their heart, or if applicable, remove their headgear with their right hand and 

hold it at the left shoulder, the hand being over their heart. Citizens of other countries present should stand at atten-

tion. 

During the National Anthem 

During the playing or singing of the National Anthem, individuals in uniform should give the military salute at the 

first note of the anthem and maintain that position until the last note. Members of the Armed Forces and veterans 

who are present, but not in uniform, may also render the military salute. 

 When the flag is not displayed, all present should  face toward the music and act in the same manner they would if 

the flag were displayed. 

 

For additional information, you may refer to the following sections of United States Code (USC): Title 4 USC Section 4 

“Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

 ”,Title 4 USC Section 9 “Conduct During Hoisting, Lowering or Passing of the Flag”, and Title 36 USC Section 301 

“National Anthem”. 

New laws expand when veterans may salute Flag 
By Lynn M. Peterson, Army Re�rement Services Program Manager 

Veteran’s Identification Card 
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(Fraud protection tools to help safeguard service members. Copied from a Consumer Financial Protection Bureau Fact Sheet. 

Learn more at consumerfinance.gov ) 

The Fair Credit Reporting Act (FCRA) provides three types of alerts to protect your credit file from potential fraud or 

identity theft. What alerts are available? The Active Duty Alert, the Initial Alert, and the Extended Alert . Each of these 

alerts notifies users of your credit report of the potential for fraud or identity theft. The lender will have to take reasonable steps 

to verify the identity of someone who requests new credit in your name before they can approve it. New credit includes opening 

a new line of credit in your name, issuing an additional card on one of your existing credit accounts, or increasing your credit 

limit. If the lender does not verify the requester’s identity, it will not approve the request. These alerts do not prevent you from 

adding to the balance on an existing line of credit or credit card within your existing credit limit.  

Which alert should I get?  

Active Duty Alert: This aler t is available to you if you are in the military on active duty and are assigned to service away 

from your usual duty station. The alert notifies credit reporting companies of your military status, which limits new credit offers 

while you’re away. Lenders are notified that you have an alert on your credit file and they must take reasonable steps to verify 

the requester’s identity before approving new credit. The alert lasts twelve months (unless you remove it sooner.) Your name 

will be removed for two years from nationwide credit reporting companies’ prescreening lists for credit offers and insurance 

(unless you request otherwise.)  

Initial Fraud Alert: This aler t is available to you if you have a “goodfaith suspicion” that you have been or will be a victim 

of identity theft or fraud. This alert is a good first step if you’re worried your identity has or will be stolen. You don’t have to 

wait until it happens to you. The alert provides you with the right to request a free credit report so you can keep an eye out for 

anything suspicious. Lenders are notified you have an alert on your credit file and they must take reasonable steps to verify the 

requester’s identity before approving new credit. This alert lasts 90 days (unless you remove it sooner.) You also have a right to 

one free consumer report from each of the nationwide credit reporting companies. (This is in addition to the free annual report 

all consumers are entitled to.)  

Extended Fraud Alert: This aler t is available to you if you actually have been a victim of identity theft and have filed a 

qualifying “identity theft report” with one of the nationwide credit reporting companies. To create a report online, visit 

www.identitytheft.gov. This alert requires lenders to contact you before approving new credit for you. It also gives you the right 

to request two free credit reports while limiting new credit offers. Lenders are notified you have an alert on your credit file, and, 

if you provided a phone number or other contact  method, they must use this information to verify the credit requester’s identify 

before approving new credit. This alert lasts seven years (unless you remove it sooner.) You also have a right to two free con-

sumer reports during the first 12 months after adding the alert to your account from each of the nationwide credit reporting com-

panies.  

                                                                                                                                                   (Continued on Page 7) 

Fraud protection tools to help safeguard service members  
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This is in addition to the free annual report all consumers are entitled to.) Your name will also be removed for five years from 

the nationwide credit reporting companies’ pre-screening lists for credit offers and insurance (unless you request otherwise.) All 

consumers can limit new credit offers by getting off prescreening lists. To do so, visit the FTC’s site at www.consumer.ftc.gov/

articles/0148-prescreened-credit-and-insuranceoffers. You can do this temporarily or permanently.  

How can I get these alerts? To add an aler t, you can call, go online, or  write to any one of the three largest nationwide 

credit reporting companies (Equifax, TransUnion, Experian.) You will be required to verify your identity. Once you place an 

alert with one nationwide credit reporting company, the alert will be added to your credit report with the other companies. You 

can remove any of these alerts by using  The security freeze will stop these lenders from accessing your credit file, which would 

prevent the approval of new credit. Requirements and small charges for a Security Freeze vary by state, and you have to take 

affirmative steps to lift the freeze when you want to use your credit record. 11 OCT 2015 - JAN 2016 soldierforlife.army.mil/

retirement  

What if I want more protection? If you want to completely prohibit the release of your  credit file to potential new lend-

ers, you may want a Security Freeze. The security freeze will stop these lenders from accessing your credit file, which would 

prevent the approval of new credit. Requirements and small charges for a Security Freeze vary by state, and you have to take 

affirmative steps to lift the freeze when you want to use your credit record.  

(Continued from page 6)  Fraud Protection 

Medical Corner: Building a medical emergency “grab ‘n go” book By Mary M. Ben-

zinger, Esquire, Senior Attorney, Pentagon Army and Air Force Legal Assistance Office 

My elderly mom came to live with me. One day she got sick, and I had to call 911. They arrived quickly, and start-

ed hitting me with questions about her medical history, allergies, surgeries, and medication types, frequencies and 

doses. I knew very little of this information off the top of my head. My mom was ok but there had to be a better a 

way to deal with emergency information. Then I got smart. 

I made my mom a Medical Emergency “Grab ‘n Go” Book. The next time she felt bad, I handed the EMTs her 

“book.” They had all the information they needed in one place and I could focus on my mother’s well-being. 

A one-inch notebook is all you need. Here are some suggested contents: 

• Copy of your advanced medical directive 

•    Power of Attorney/(in loco parentis for kids) 

•   A list of medications (frequencies and doses) 

•    Copies front and back of insurance cards 

•   Copy front and back of driver’s license or other picture ID card 

•   List of allergies 

•   List of doctors and pharmacies (with addresses, phones and fax numbers) 

•   List of emergency contacts 

•   Dates of important medical events/procedures/surgeries 

•   Extra blank pages for you to take notes, etc.                                                                    Continued on page 9 
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FALLS CHURCH, Va. — Protecting yourself from illnesses through vaccines is a lifelong process. Although many 

people think vaccines stop when you reach adulthood, there are certain vaccines, such as the shingles and pneumo-

coccal vaccines, that are appropriate well into adulthood. 

As you age, your immune system weakens. A weakened immune system causes the number and severity of infections 

to increase. Shingles, which is caused by the same virus that causes chickenpox, can be extremely painful and is most 

common in older adults and those with weak immune systems. If you had chickenpox, the shingles virus is already in 

your body, and may come back as you age. 

Previous infection with the virus does not mean lifelong immunity. According to the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC), about 1 million shingles cases occur each year in the U.S. Its main symptoms are a rash, which 

can last up to four weeks, and pain. The pain can last for weeks, months or years after the rash is gone. 

A shingles vaccine, which is given in a single dose, can provide protection against the virus and its complications. 

The CDC’s Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices recommends the shingles vaccine for adults age 60 and 

older. 

Check with your health care provider to determine your risk and if you should be vaccinated. Weakened immune sys-

tems also put older adults at risk of pneumococcal disease, which can cause many types of illnesses, such as pneumo-

nia, meningitis or blood infections. 

According to the CDC, pneumococcal pneumonia is responsible for approximately 400,000 hospitalizations each 

year. The germ is spread like the flu and can be carried and spread by people without symptoms. 

There are two different pneumococcal vaccines. Both vaccines protect against many types of pneumococcal bacteria 

and both are recommended. The CDC recommends adults age 65 and older receive one dose of each vaccine, separat-

ed by one year. Vaccinations and recommendations vary depending on your age and health.  

Talk with your health care providerto determine the best plan for you. Healthcare Support Center at (877) GETVACC 
or (877) 438-8222 and select option 1 or visit www.tricare.mil/vaccines. 

Medical Corner: Shingles and Pneumococcal Vaccines (Tricare) 

More specifically, TRICARE 

covers the standard intraocular 

lens (IOL), a fixed lens designed to target vision at a single focal point. During cataract surgery, the natural cloud-

ed lens is removed and then replaced by an IOL to become a permanent part of your eye. This provides good dis-

tance vision but patients typically need glasses for near and intermediate tasks such as reading and computer use.  

 

TRICARE also covers one pair of eyeglasses or contact lenses as a prosthetic device after each  medically neces-

sary cataract surgery where an IOL is inserted. 

 

If you would like a non-standard IOL instead of a standard monofocal IOL, you will be responsible for the differ-

ence in the charges. For more information about your covered vision services, contact your regional contractor or 

visit the Eye Surgery and Treatment page on the TRICARE website. 

Continued from page 4 TRICARE cataract coverage explained 
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We’re on Facebook!! 

Gainesville MOAA 

Use the Link Below 

 

https://www.facebook.com/gainesvillemoaa/ 

How to report the death of a Retired Soldier  (Army Echoes Newsletter) 

Contact the Department of the Army Casualty and Mortuary Affairs Operations Center anytime by 

calling (800) 626-3317. You will be immediately referred to a local Casualty Assistance Center, 

who will report the death to the Defense Finance and Accounting Service to stop retired pay and 

the initiate the survivor benefits process. When reporting the death, please provide as much of the 

information below as you have:  

• Full name  

• Next of kin information  

• Social security number and/or service number  

• Circumstances surrounding the death  

• Retirement date  

• Copy of the death certificate  

• Retired rank  

• Copy of the Statement of Service (Last DD Form 214) 

 

 

It’s great for kids, too. Babysitters and grandparents will appreciate having this information at the ready. Take it 

with you to routine doctor’s appointments and take notes during the visit! Consider scanning it and sending it to 

your phone or email so you can have access to it away from home. 

WARNING: As with all personal information of this nature, you should use extreme caution in whom you 

allow access and take steps to strongly password protect any electronic files containing personally identifiable in-

formation.015 - JAN 2016 soldierforlife.arm 

Medical Corner continued from page 7 
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2016 Officers and Directors 

President  

Fred Judkins (CPT, USA) (352) 642-6992 

 fredjudkins@yahoo.com 

Vice President  

Treasurer  

Maurice Levy (Col, USAF Ret) (352) 338-3591 

 mauricedlevy@hotmail.com 

Secretary  

Parker Lawrence (CAPT, USN Ret)  (352) 373-4160 

 lawrencelaw@bellsouth.net 

Directors  

John Menoski (Capt, USAF) (386) 462-7033 

(Immediate Past President) menoski@msn.com 

Carter Nute (CAPT, USN Ret) (352) 335-1293  

(Past President) ccnute@cox.net 

Candy Gleason (Past President) (352) 333-8974 

 gleason6@cox.net 

Bernard Day (LtCol, USMC Ret) (843) 822-5035 

 bday58@cox.net 

Bill Moore (CDR, USN Ret) (352) 372-6628 

 wtmoore2@aol.com 

Mickey Smith (CAPT, USN Ret) (352) 376-6611 

 mickey@acceleration.net   

Walt Visniski (CDR, USN Ret) (352) 331-8553 

 wvisniski@cox.net 

Robert Wight Jr (Lt Col USAF Ret) (352) 562-6080 

 buddw@cox.net 

Dennis Wait (850) 910-0441 

 devildog7562@gmail.com 

Committees 
 

-Legislative  

 
 

Walt Visniski  (CDR, USN Ret) (352) 331-8553 

 wvisniski@cox.net 

-Membership -   

 
 

Roger Pierce (Maj, USAF Ret) (352) 378-7063 

 roger@piercepages.com 

-Newsletter/TOPS Liaison -   

 
 

Jim Gleason (COL, USA Ret) (352) 333-8974 

 gleason6@cox.net 

 
 

MILITARY OFFICER’S  WIVES (MOW) 2016 

 

SOCIAL HOUR 11:30AM  LUNCH 12:00 PM 

 

Tuesday, 26 January 2016 — Military Officer’s 

Wives (MOW) Luncheon—Gainesville Country 

Club 

 

Tuesday, 29 March 2016—Military Officer’s 

Wives (MOW) Luncheon—Jason’s Deli 
 

Tuesday, 25 October 2016—Military Officer’s 

Wives (MOW) Luncheon—Gainesville Country 

Club 

GAINESVILLE CHAPTER  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Thursday, 11February 2016—Luncheon (Valentine’s 
Event),  at Napolatano's—11:30 Social 12:00 Lunch 

Sunday, 10April 2016—Spring Brunch, Gainesville 
Country Club.  1230 CANCELLED 

Tuesday, 3 May 2016—Cinco De Mayo at  Linda 
Vista-(Tower Rd & Archer Rd)—social 11:30 
Lunch  12:00. 

June/July/August—No events. 

Monday, September  2016—Joint Luncheon with 
Rotary at Napolatano's—11:30 Social 12:00 Lunch. 
Speaker: TBA 

Sunday, 11 October 2016—Brunch/Membership 
Drive, (Speaker: TBA) Gainesville Country Club —
1230 

Friday, 11 November 2016— Veterans Day Picnic,   
Ginnie Springs—1430. 

Thursday, 8 December 2016—Holiday Dinner and 

Installation of Officers, Gainesville Country Club. 

Social Hour 1730- Dinner 1900 
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MOAA Chapter Board Meeting 

Date:  10 May 2016    Time: 1900 

Location: Queen of Peace Church,10900 SW 24th 
Avenue [Enter the Church, and go to the left to the St 
Teresa meeting room]  

All Members, Perspective Members, Auxiliary Mem-
bers, and Spouses are welcome. 

PO BOX 5877                                                                            (352) 376-5226 

GAINESVILLE FL 32627-5877                                                Fax (352) 3728858 

 

                                 C. WHARTON COLE 

                                                            ATTORNEY AT LAW 

 

CHANDLER, LANG                                               726 NE FIRST   STREET              

HASWELL & COLE, P.A.                            GAINESVILLE, FLORIDA  32601 

JOIN    Vietnam Veterans of America, 
Chapter 1092,  Alachua County 

Contact:   President: Forest Hope  (352) 514-0270       
Secretary: Fred Judkins II  (352) 642-6992 

The VVA meets on the 4th Monday of each month at 
the American Legion, Post 16, Hall off NW 6th 
Street..  

Next Meeting: 25 Apr il at 6pm at American Le-
gion Post 16 

Frederick Malphurs, Author and Twitter Commen-
tator; former Director of  North Florida/South Georgia 
VHS.  

(352) 672-1482 

flmalphurs@gmail.com - Fredmalphurs.com 

Twitter: Talking about health care reform, reducing the 
costs and hassles of healthcare delivery. 
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Gainesville Chapter 

P.O. Box 142423 

Gainesville, FL 32614–2423 

We Thank Our Sponsors.  

Forest Meadows 

Funeral Homes 

 

Veterans  
   Funeral Care 

 

Jim Lynch 

Veteran’s Representative 

352-538-3119 

jlynch@forestmeadowsfh.com 


