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Vietnam Veterans Memorial Day 
 
       
      On January 27 1973, in Paris, a signing ceremony of the 
quadripartite agreement on ending the war and restoring peace 
in Vietnam was held. 
 
      In 1975 the withdrawal of U.S. troops and their allies from 
South Vietnam was completed. And on April 30, 1975 the last 

American soldier left Vietnam. That is why Vietnam Veterans 

Day is celebrated on this day. 
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Our Medal of Honor Day  ceremony is being held in Gainesville on Saturday, March 28, at 

American Legion Post 16. The ceremony begins at  2:00pm. 

Below is Duane E. Dewey, Korean War Veterans Association (KWVA), of Gainesville, receiv-

ing the Medal of Honor from President Eisenhower on April 16, 1952. His citation follows. 
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MOAA SUNDAY BRUNCH 

APRIL 12, 2015 
GAINESVILLE COUNTRY CLUB 

7300 SW 35TH WAY 

GAINESVILLE, FLORIDA 

12:30 PM 

Breakfast Buffet: 

Omelet Station (eggs made to order) 

Eggs Benedict 

Scrambled Eggs 

Mini Belgium Waffles with topping 

Sausage and Bacon 

Biscuits and Gravy 

Hash Brown Potatoes 

Coffee and Juice 

Full Brunch: 

All breakfast items listed  
PLUS 

Shrimp Cocktail 

Carved Prime Rib 

Fried Chicken 

Full Salad Bar 

Full Dessert Bar 

Champagne Mimosas 

 

Name (s) ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Indicate your menu choice: 

  

Breakfast Buffet ($13): ________                 Full Brunch ($23): ____________ 

 

 Total Amount Enclosed  :  ________________, or “Charge to my GCC Account #_____________ 

We need to receive your reservation and payment by Wednesday, 8 April in order to give the club 
our guest count. Want to attend but do not have transportation or if you have a problem with 
reservation deadline call John Menoski 386-462-7033.   Return this portion with your check pay-
able to MOAA , to be received not later than  April 8. 

Gainesville Chapter MOAA 

PO Box 142423 

Gainesville FL32614-2423 
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JOIN Vietnam 

Veterans of 

America, Chap-

ter 1092, Alachua 

County 

Contact: 

President: 

Forest Hope 

(352) 514-0270 

Secretary 

Fred Judkins II 
(352) 642-6992 

The VVA meets 
on the 4th Monday 
of each month at 
the American Le-
gion, Post 16, Hall 
off NW 6th Street..  

 

 

 Vietnam Veterans of America.org-Go to web page 

vva.org 

Senators on Monday intensified a push on Capitol Hill 

to cover Vietnam-era “blue water” sailors for Agent Or-

ange exposure, just as another long-awaited decision on 

VA benefits for crews of repurposed C-123 cargo air-

craft was expected this week. 

 

A bill introduced by Sens. Kirsten Gillibrand, D-N.Y., 

and Steve Daines, R-Mont., would extend Department 

of Veterans Affairs health benefits to sailors who served 

on aircraft carriers, destroyers, cruisers and other large 

Navy ships in Vietnamese waters during the war, and 

who come down with illnesses associated with the tacti-

cal herbicide. A similar bill was introduced last month 

in the House. 

 

The legislation comes as the VA prepares to decide as 

early as Tuesday or Wednesday whether Air Force re-

servists who served on the C-123 Provider aircraft — 

planes previously used to spray Agent Orange over vast 

swaths of Vietnam will also qualify.  

 

It  underscores the wide reach and debate over exposure 

and benefits nearly a quarter century after Congress 

passed a law extending coverage to nearly all the 2.7 

million who served in the theater. The VA decided in 

2002 it would cover service members for Agent Orange-

related conditions such as cancer, acne and diabetes if 

they were on the ground in Vietnam, according to the 

senators. That included those in the “brown water” Na-

vy who patrolled rivers and inland waterways. 

 

To receive coverage, a sailor must show service on a 

ship at the time it was docked or evidence that the ship 

operated for long periods in near-shore waters, the crew 

went ashore or there were smaller ships ferrying crew 

members to the Vietnamese coast, according to a 2011 

VA-commissioned study by the Institute of Medicine.

             (Continued on page 6) 

Agent Orange Debate Renewed 
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March 20, 2015 

On Mar. 18, Secretary of Defense Ash Carter issued a 

dire warning to Congress if it fails to repeal sequestra-

tion: the military may start cutting pay. 

The services have already begun to cap pay, providing 

nominal pay raises that fail to match private sector wage 

growth, but this is the first time the Department of De-

fense has talked of actually reducing base pay for service 

members. 

“Everything ... is on the table,” said Carter. “We could be 

forced to consider pay cuts, not just cuts in the growth of 

compensation.” 

“No portion of our budget can remain inviolate.” 

Defense hawks on both sides of the aisle are seeking re-

lief from sequestration budget cuts.  

For FY 2016, the administration asked for a $561 billion 

base defense budget —$38 billion over the mandatory 

sequestration caps. According to Carter, a defense budget 

that keeps sequester level funding in place will be met 

with a presidential veto. 

That statement drew immediate criticism from republi-

cans, many of whom have pushed for ways to boost mili-

tary spending in 2016 while leaving budget caps in place 

for non-defense spending. 

On Mar. 19, the House Budget Committee passed its FY 

2016 budget. The proposed budget boosts defense spend-

ing by adding money to a wartime funding account to 

make up for caps on the Pentagon's base budget. The plan 

would keep defense spending under caps mandated by the 

2011 Budget Control Act and provide $90 billion to the 

Pentagon's overseas contingency operations (OCO) ac-

count, which is not subject to sequestration caps.  

Deficit hawks have complained about using budget gim-

micks to exceed sequester caps. 

“The defense department shouldn’t have to operate in this 

kind of uncertain budget environment,” said MOAA’s 

Deputy Director of Government Relations, Col. Phil 

Odom, USAF (Ret). “Defense planners need predictabil-

ity and a repeal of sequestration. Failure to repeal seques-

tration puts national security at risk.” 

Act now to send your elected officials a MOAA-

suggested message to end sequestration 

 

Congressional Corner -Sec Def 

Warns of Pay Cuts Due to Seques-

tration 

[MOAA.Org] 

Ask Congress To End Sequestration 
Now!  
 

The Budget Control Act of 2011 chained a ticking 

time bomb to America's national defense capabilities, 

and the devastating cuts from sequestration resulted in 

furloughs, force cuts, and reduced training hours. 

 

Draft Letter 

Unless Congress acts to repeal sequestration and re-

place it with an alternative debt reduction deal, anoth-

er, even more devastating round of defense cuts will 

be required beginning in FY 2016.  

DoD will be forced to resort to drastic cuts to cope 

with sequestration if it isn't repealed, including: 

- Additional and accelerated force drawdowns 

- Further reductions in flying hours and training drills 

and a reduction in operations/maintenance accounts 

- 15-20 percent cuts in modernization accounts 

- Involuntary reductions-in-force to reduce civilian 

personnel costs and hiring freezes 

     

    Continued on page  6 
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- Halting all accessions, promotions, permanent change of 

station moves & discretionary bonuses 

These continued cuts would be a disaster as we send our 

service men and women into harm's way. 

While debt reduction is a national priority, such a dispro-

portional share of this burden must not be foisted on the 

backs of military families who already have sacrificed 

more for their country than any other segment of Ameri-

cans. 

Please put partisan politics aside and develop an alterna-

tive debt reduction package that fairly balances required 

sacrifices and avoids disproportional penalties for service-

members, retirees, and their families. 

Congressional Corner -  

Sequestration (continued from page 5) 

These proposals require far more scrutiny. Please consid-
er the second- and third-order effects before making any 
changes to the TRICARE benefit. 

Service members deployed across the world should not 
have to worry whether they've selected the appropriate 
health care coverage. They are not in a position to absorb 
the risk of a plan not working. 

 

Think Twice Before Eliminating TRICARE 

 

The Military Compensation and Retirement Moderniza-
tion Commission recently presented its findings after two 
years of study. One of the commission's proposals is to 
eliminate TRICARE and shift beneficiaries into a federal 
civilian-style health plan. Ask your elected officials to 
think twice before making dramatic changes to military 
benefits.. 

 

Draft Letter: 

The Military Compensation and Retirement Moderniza-
tion Commission recently presented its findings after two 
years of study. While the report  has some positive rec-
ommendations for service members, I am particularly 
troubled by proposals to eliminate TRICARE and shift 
beneficiaries into a federal civilian style health plan. 

These changes would be a seismic shift in military bene-
fits and could have serious effects on recruitment, reten-
tion, and readiness. Eliminating TRICARE and switching 
to a federal civilian-style health plan would lead to a four
-fold increase in health care costs for military families. 

Think Twice Before Eliminating TRICARE 

 

Crews aboard ships moored in deep-water harbors 

such as Da Nang typically do not qualify under VA 

rules, the institute reported. 

 

The department ordered up a study by an IOM special 

committee to determine what dangers of exposure the 

sailors faced. It found a possibility that the potable 

water systems in warships could have sucked up sea-

water polluted by land runoff and concentrated the 

dioxins in Agent Orange through the distillation pro-

cess. 

 

But the 2011 report to the VA was mostly inconclu-

sive and found ground troops and the brown-water 

sailors had a greater likelihood of exposure. 

 

Crews have claimed herbicide and dioxin residue re-

mained in the aircraft and is responsible for their ill-

nesses and diseases. 

 

In January, the Institute of Medicine released a report 

finding that airmen could have been exposed to levels 

of herbicide and dioxin that exceeded health guide-

lines and caused “non-trivial” increases in the risk of 

illness. 

Agent Orange Debate Renewed 

   (Continued from page 4) 
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March 20, 2015 

For the last few weeks, Congress has been discussing a 

resolution to prevent a 21% payment cut to doctors who 

see Medicare and TRICARE patients, known as the “doc 

fix.” 

According to sources, Congress has never been this close 

to repealing the current Sustainable Growth Rate (SGR) 

formula, a legislative mechanism used to pay medical 

providers who see Medicare and TRICARE patients. 

Congress has been trying to fix the flawed formula for the 

past 13 years, often with short-term patches. Talks of per-

manent repeal have previously fallen apart at the last mi-

nute due to a lack of consensus on how to finance the 

deal. 

Permanently repealing the doc fix will remove a great 

source of concern from both providers and TRICARE 

beneficiaries. Because TRICARE reimbursement rates 

are tied to Medicare’s, the doc fix affects TRICARE ben-

eficiaries of all ages. Additionally a permanent deal is 

needed to sustain Medicare and TRICARE for Life bene-

fits. 

The current payment patch expires March 31, and law-

makers are trying to create a permanent solution instead 

of passing what would be the 18th temporary fix since 

2003.  

Congressional leaders from both parties have hammered 

out a deal that would partially pay for replacing the 

flawed doc fix formula. For beneficiaries, the deal could 

involve charging wealthier seniors higher premiums for 

Medicare Part B and Part D. Providers might see a shift 

of when payments are made to Medicare Advantage 

plans. 

Details are scarce at this time, but the proposed  legisla-

tion is rumored to consist of a new pay system for physi-

cians, a consolidation of programs, and paying providers 

based on performance. Pay will be based partly on how 

well physicians coordinate care by introducing clinical 

care guidelines. 

MOAA will keep you informed as details emerge.  

Act now to send your elected officials a MOAA

-suggested message to stop the 21% Medicare-

TRICARE cut. 
 

 Congressional Corner -  Doc 

Fix”  or Doctor payments for 

Medicare and Tricare Patients 

How to email your Senators and Rep-
resentative in 5 minutes: 
 

• Go to MOAA.Org 

• Find “Take Action” at top left of 
homepage 

• Click on “Take Action” - you will 
see a drop down menu. Select 
“Contact Congress” and click on it 

• See the various issues that MOAA 
recommends communicating with 
Congress 

• Follow the instructions for sending 
email letters. If you wish, you can 
send a paper letter (snail mail). 
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For the eighth time, Bataan Death March survivor Col. 
Ben Skardon finished his 8.5-mile memorial trek through 
a course at White Sands Missile Range, N.M. 
 

Skardon, 97, was flanked by more than thirty supporters 
from "Ben's Brigade," a group of friends and family who 
have marched with him in past memorial marches. They 
wore Clemson University orange in honor of Skardon's 
alma mater.  
 

At one point, Skardon showed off his class ring from 
1938, which he kept hidden from his Japanese captors. 
The infamous march saw tens of thousands American and 
Filipino soldiers taken as prisoners of war by Japanese 
forces in World War II. On April 9, 1942, the prisoners 
were forced to march for days through scorching heat and 
jungles. Hundreds - if not thousands - of prisoners died on 
the way to their final destination, Camp O'Donnell. The 
exact number is unknown.  
 

After the war, Japanese commander Lt. Gen. Homma 
Masaharu was held responsible for the march and tried in 
Manila during January and February 1946. He was exe-
cuted for war crimes in April of that year. 
 

Skardon was greeted at the end of the march by Uuli 
Dunn. Dunn, whose husband designed the White Sands 
course, has greeted Skardon at the end of all eight 
marches.  
 

 Former soldier and airman Jesse Baltazar received  
the Purple Heart on Tuesday, more than 70 years after he 
was wounded in action in the Philippines and forced to 
participate in the infamous Bataan Death March. 
 

Baltazar joined the U.S. Armed Forces Far East, also 
known as USAFFE, in 1941 after the Japanese bombed 
Pearl Harbor. Baltazar “answered the call to arms when 
the homeland was attacked,” Army chief of staff Gen. 
Ray Odierno told attendees at the award ceremony.   

 

Baltazar, a member of the Army’s 71st battalion, was 
wounded in the leg by shrapnel when Japanese planes 
bombed his camp on March 15, 1942. Because facilities 
and supplies were limited, he had to undergo surgery in 
the jungle, with little anesthesia. 
 

A few weeks later, U.S. and Filipino troops on the Bataan 
peninsula were forced to surrender when the Japanese 
took over the Philippines after months of fighting. 
 

The Imperial Japanese Army forced their prisoners to 
march 60 miles. The POWs were subjected to physical 
abuse and disease, and many died. The event became 
known as “the Bataan Death March.” 

Still recovering from his wounds, Baltazar was forced to 
use a bamboo stick as a cane when the march began. 
Three days into the ordeal, he managed to escape, hiding 
on a fishing boat until he was able to return home. 
 

Baltazar later joined the Filipino resistance movement, 
which waged a guerrilla war against Japanese troops until 
American forces returned to liberate the islands in late 
1944. 
 

Despite being wounded in action, Baltazar was not 
awarded the Purple Heart at the time because the Army 
lost some of his records. Over the past two years, his fam-
ily and other supporters helped him reconstitute his rec-
ords and campaigned for him to receive the medal.  
 

“This award is 70 years overdue,” Odierno said. “It’s im-
portant for all of us who have worn the uniform of the 
United States Army to ensure that those who have earned 
awards through their service be recognized, especially 
those who have served with distinction and sacrificed 
selflessly for this great nation of ours.”  Jesse Baltazar 
expressed gratitude for receiving the recognition. 
“I’m very grateful that finally I got it, and that all the 
members of my family were here today to witness it,” he 
told reporters. “I’m sure they’ll never forget it, and they 
can pass the story and the medal on to the next genera-
tion.” 

 

 

 

Bataan Death March survivor, 97, 
finishes 8.5-mile memorial march 

WWII vet who escaped from Bataan 

Death March finally gets his Purple 

Heart 
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 2015 Officers and Directors 

President  

John Menoski (Capt, USAF) (386) 462-7033 

 menoski@msn.com 

Vice President  

Tom Hennessey (COL, USA Ret) (703) 840-3229 

 thenness2@juno.com 

Treasurer  

Dennis  Wait (Maj, USMC Ret) (850) 910-0441 

 devildog7562@gmail.com 

Secretary  

Parker Lawrence (CAPT, USN Ret)  (352) 373-4160 

 lawrencelaw@bellsouth.net 

Directors  

 
 

Paul Albritton (BGen, USAF Ret) (352) 462-7160 

 jalbri7160@aol.com 

Carter Nute (CAPT, USN Ret) (352) 335-1293  

(Immediate Past President) ccnute@cox.net 

 
 

Candy Gleason (Past President) (352) 333-8974 

 gleason6@cox.net 

Bill Moore (CDR, USN Ret) (352) 372-6628 

 wtmoore2@aol.com 

Mickey Smith (CAPT, USN Ret) (352) 376-6611 

 mickey@acceleration.net   

Walt Visniski (CDR, USN Ret) (352) 331-8553 

 wvisniski@cox.net 

  

Committees  

 
 

-Legislative  

 
 

Walt Visniski  (CDR, USN Ret) (352) 331-8553 

 wvisniski@cox.net 

-Membership -   

 
 

Roger Pierce (Maj, USAF Ret) (352) 378-7063 

 roger@piercepages.com 

-Newsletter/TOPS Liaison -   

 
 

Jim Gleason (COL, USA Ret) (352) 333-8974 

 gleason6@cox.net 

 
 

MILITARY OFFICER’S  WIVES (MOW) 2015 

 

SOCIAL HOUR 11:30AM  LUNCH 12:00 PM 

 

Tuesday,  27 January 2015 — Military Officer’s 

Wives (MOW) Luncheon—Gainesville Country 

Club 

 

Tuesday,  24 March 2015—Military Officer’s 

Wives (MOW) Luncheon—Gainesville Country 

Club 

 

Thursday,28  May  2015—Military Officer’s 

Wives (MOW) Luncheon -–Gainesville Country 

Club 

 

Tuesday 27 October 2015—Military Officer’s 

Wives (MOW) Luncheon—Gainesville Country 

Club 

GAINESVILLE CHAPTER  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Tuesday, 10 February 2015—Luncheon 
(Valentine’s Event),  Napolatano’s. 11:30 Social 
12:00 Lunch, Dr. Fitzgerald, Speaker 

Sunday, 12 April 2015—Spring Brunch, Gaines-
ville Country Club.  1230 

Thursday, 7 May 2015—Cinco De Mayo at  Linda 
Vista-(Tower Rd & Archer Rd)—social 1800—

Dinner 1830. 

June/July/August—No events. 

Monday, September 2015—Joint Luncheon with 
Rotary at Napolatano's—1200 

Sunday, 11October 2015—Brunch/Membership 
Drive, (Speaker: ) Gainesville Country Club —
1230 

Saturday, 7 November—MOPH-MOAA Golf 
Tournament, Gainesville Country Club 1300 

Wednesday, 11November— Veterans Day Picnic,   
Ginnie Springs—1430. 

Thursday, 10 December 2015—Holiday Dinner, 

Gainesville Country Club. Social Hour 1830- Din-

ner 1900 



10 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter Board Meeting 

Date:  17 February 2015 

Time: 1900 

Location: Queen of Peace Church,10900 SW 24th 
Avenue [Enter the Church, and go to the right to the 
meeting room]  

All Members, Perspective Members, Auxiliary Mem-
bers, and Spouses are welcome. 

PO BOX 5877                                                                            (352) 376-5226 

GAINESVILLE FL 32627-5877                                                Fax (352) 3728858 

 

                                 C. WHARTON COLE 

                                                            ATTORNEY AT LAW 

 

CHANDLER, LANG                                               726 NE FIRST   STREET              

HASWELL & COLE, P.A.                            GAINESVILLE, FLORIDA  32601 

 

AYEAR  

IN THE LIFE OF  

 

 

Frederick Malphurs, Author and Twitter Com-
mentator; former Director of  North Florida/South 
Georgia VHS.  

(352) 672-1482 

flmalphurs@gmail.com - Fredmalphurs.com 

Twitter: Talking about health care reform, reducing the 
costs and hassles of healthcare delivery. 

 

God Bless America And Our Troops 
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Gainesville Chapter, MOAA 

P.O. Box 142423 

Gainesville, FL 32614–2423 

We Thank Our Sponsors.  

Forest Meadows 

Funeral Homes 

 

Veterans  
   Funeral Care 

 

Jim Lynch 

Veteran’s Representative 

352-538-3119 

jlynch@forestmeadowsfh.com 


