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Presidents Message :
Happy New Year! I would like to thank our membership for allowing me
to serve as your Chapter President for another year.
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I would like to report that we had a very successful 2014. Our combined
membership/ luncheon at the GCC in October resulted in several new members to our chapter. Thanks to the efforts of our First VP, Tom Hennessey,
the MOAA and MOPH “Veterans Helping Veterans” Golf Tournament was
a success. Our chapter will be able to donate $2500 to the Fisher House.
My goal this year will be to continue to grow our membership and support
the local Veteran’s Community. We will be presenting MOAA Medals and
Certificates of Accomplishment to outstanding ROTC and JROTC Cadets
in addition to providing graduating UF ROTC Cadets with their first Gold
Bars. We are also planning two combined membership/social events with a
MOAA National speaker at our October Brunch at the GCC.
Our first event this year will be a luncheon on Tuesday, February 10 at the
Napolatano’s Italian Restaurant with Dr David Fitzgerald as our guest
speaker. See the enclosed reservation/flyer in this Eagles Eye issue.
We look forward to receiving your reservation form and seeing you at
our first social event of the year. I encourage everyone to attend our activities this year. Your support is essential to an even more successful
2015. You are all on the Gainesville Chapter Membership Committee.
Growing our membership is and will continue to be a top priority.
John

•
•

Save the Date: Saturday, 31 January 2015, Veterans Awards Banquet.. See page 5 for information.
Reservation Form and information about our Valentine Luncheon at Napolatano’s on 10 Feb on page 3
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Left: Ar my - Navy Game, December
2014 - Who’s That Vet? That Vet is a compassionate US Naval Academy graduate momentarily feeling bad about Navy’s long winning streak against the Army team. It may be
that he has spent too much time running silent
and deep under the world’s oceans.
Jerry Kennedy is that Vet!

The MOAA Holiday Party, at the Gainesville
Country Club on December 11, 2014. Pictured Left to right: Jay Donohoe, Jerry Kennedy,
Paul Albritton, and Carter Nute.

Below: Kir k and Nancy Kir kland
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Valentines Luncheon
At: NAPOLATONOS, 606 NW 75th Street, Gainesville FL
Bread,
Salad,
Steak Tips & Rice or Chicken Marsala
&
Dessert.
$16.00 all inclusive.

Number of Reservations: Steak Tips & Rice ________ Chicken Marsala ________
Total Amount Enclosed ($16 per person): ______, Checks made out to Gainesville MOAA
[We need reservations by Friday, 6 February in order to give our final headcount —–—
call John Menoski (352-226-1120) if you have any problem with this deadline]
Speaker

Dr David Fitzgerald
Gainesville Chapter MOAA
PO Box 142423
Gainesville, Florida
32614-2423
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JOIN Vietnam
Veterans of
America, Chapter 1092, Alachua
County
Contact:
President
Forest Hope
(352) 514-0270
Secretary
Fred Judkins II
(352) 642-6992
The VVA meets on
the third Thursday
of each month at

1830 in the
American Legion, Post 16, Hall
off NW 6Th street.
Next Meeting:
Thursday, Febr uary 19th at 1800
(Social) and 1830
(Business).

Vietnam Veterans of America.org-Go to web page
The proposed cuts would include:

Legislative Corner — Smooth Sailing or
Rocky Road for Military Families in 2015

Capping the FY 2015 military pay raise at one percent,
0.8 percent below the increase dictated by current law to keep
pace with private sector growth

•

Congress must make some big decisions in the second half of
the year. Knowing the earned pay and benefits of military
families will be on the chopping block again, the Military
Officers Association of America (MOAA) has prepared an
advocacy kit called the August Recess Information Package so military members and those who care for them can
educate their legislators while they are home on August recess.

Increasing Basic Allowance for Housing (BAH) out-ofpocket costs for service members by five percent over the
next three years

•

•

“We feel military families have much to worry about with
respect to maintaining the compensation they earned and so
well deserve due to lives of service and sacrifice,” MOAA
President Vice Adm. Norb Ryan said. “The full House
(HASC) and Senate Armed Services Committees (SASC)
completed their respective drafts of the Fiscal Year (FY) 2015
defense authorization bill. The SASC-passed version of the
defense bill would make a number of cuts to pay and benefits
proposed by the administration.”
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Dramatically increasing TRICARE pharmacy copayments over the next ten years and require all beneficiaries
to refill maintenance medications via the mail-order pharmacy.

[Continued on page 6]

On 31 January 2015, MOAA will celebrate, along with over 200 other Veterans in Alachua County. We will have MOAA tables. Call Jim or Candy Gleason at (352) 333-8974,
or email gleason6@cox.net.

VETERANS AWARD BANQUET
SATURDAY
31 JANUARY 2015
PARAMOUNT HOTEL
TICKETS $22 PER PERSON
Buy your tickets early, limited seating. Can sit with your units.

MUSIC BY Jamie Davis Band
Happy Hour
17:00
Dinner
SILENT
AUCTION

HARLEY

18:30
Awards
19:30

RAFFLE FOR
BRIDGE
SCHOLARSHIP
IN ED

SPOUSES AND SIGNIFICANT OTHERS INVITED
DRESS UNIFORM OR CIVILIAN EVENING ATTIRE
50/50
RAFFLE

COMMAND POST BAR
$2.00 DRINKS (MIXED, WINE OR BEER)
Discounted Rooms available at Paramount if needed

Checks should be made out to Veterans Memorial Committee
Money can be given to Jim or Candy Gleason .
Or Mail to: 2126 SW 106th Drive, Gainesville FL 32607
Please provide a list of names so name tags can be made.
Questions??? call Candy 352-333-8974
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VABUREN’S
NAME

Continued from page 4. Legislative Corner —
Smooth Sailing or Rocky Road for Military Families in 2015

“The House-passed version of the defense bill rejects all of these cuts,” Ryan stated. “We are asking our MOAA members as
well as any other interested active-duty military members, retirees, family members or citizens to let their legislators know how
important these issues are to them. The key point is that we are not just defending our own ‘rice bowl.’ The maintenance of appropriate pay and benefits to maintain a high-quality All-Volunteer Force is critical to sustaining retention and readiness. The
All-Volunteer Force is the core of our national defense system.”
During the month of August, most elected officials will return to their home states and districts to meet with constituents.
MOAA uses this time to encourage its members to do the grass-roots advocacy work that the organization is known for and is
every American’s right.
“One of the reasons MOAA has been successful on Capitol Hill is that we have members and friends who are willing to contact
their legislators and express their views on issues that are important to them,” Ryan said. “With only about one percent of the
population serving in the military, we are finding that many people, including legislators, reporters and members of the general
public, do not really understand the concerns or level of sacrifice military families must endure. Our August Recess Information
Package will allow anyone interested in learning more about these issues to educate themselves.
“MOAA is proud to continue to employ grass-roots advocacy to support the one weapon system that has never let us down, our
American men and women in uniform,” Ryan concluded.

Legislative Corner — Smooth sailing or a rocky road for Military Families in 2015?

“Happy New Year” could be short lived for the military community. In just a matter of weeks, the Military Compensation
and Retirement Modernization Commission (MCRMC) will release its long awaited report detailing proposals to military
pay, retirement, healthcare, the commissary system and more.
“We’re going to have to do some serious examination of the committee’s recommendations,” said new Senate Armed Services Chairman John McCain, (R-Ariz.),”We all know there needs to be reforms made, and that’s why this commission was
appointed two years ago.”
The release of the MCRMC report will mark the beginning of the rocky road ahead.
Timeline for Key Legislative Events
February 1: The MCRMC will release its report. This could be a “game changer” for military families.
February 2: The president will submit his FY 2016 budget proposal Congress. Be sure to look for a proposal for a third
consecutive year of military pay raise caps, dramatic TRICARE fee increases and other measures sure to impact military
families. Do not be surprised if the budget submission is late.
March-April: It’s testimony time on Capitol Hill. Department of Defense (DoD) Officials, the Service Chiefs, and Senior
Enlisted leaders will likely testify in favor (yes, that’s right) in favor of the president’s budget proposals.
MOAA, The Military Coalition (TMC) and other Veteran and Military Family Advocacy Groups will likely be invited to
testify and/or submit written testimony to counter any of the ill-conceived proposals in the president’s budget or in the
MCRMC report.
[Continued on page 7]
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Continued from page 6. Legislative

Corner

— Smooth Sailing or Rocky Road for Military Families in 2015

April 15th: MOAA Storms the Hill. MOAA Council and Chapter Presidents, members of the MOAA Board of Directors,
Auxiliary Advisory Committee members (all surviving spouses), active duty service members, military spouses and MOAA
staff will visit nearly all 535 representatives and senators in support of key legislative priorities.
May-June: The House and Senate Armed Services Committees’ “mark up” the FY 2016 defense bill.
June-July: The House passes the defense bill and the bill moves on to the Senate.
July-December: The Senate passes their ver sion of the defense bill.
House and Senate negotiators must resolve the differences between their respective versions.
October-December: The final defense bill is passed by House and Senate is sent to the President for his signature. Once
signed, the bill becomes law.
Dates, of course, are subject to change.
A Huge Rock in the “Rocky Road”
The rock in the “Rocky Road”? Sequestration. On October 1, sequestration cuts return, slashing the defense budget by approximately $50 billion in FY 2016.
In case you have forgotten what sequestration could mean to your family, watch and listen as MOAA spells it out for you.
What Can a Military Family Member Do?
Here are some tips so you can take action:
Be informed. Sign up for MOAA’s weekly legislative update. You don’t have to be a C-SPAN junkie, but it is important to
watch the hearings. Visit the House Armed Services Committee website for up to date information.
Call or write to your legislators. Tell them which bills or amendments you want them to cosponsor or issues you want them to
support, and why they are important to you, your family and our military community

•

“Fan” your legislators Facebook page and follow their Twitter handle

Follow up to make sure your legislators sponsored, cosponsored or voted for your bill — don’t be afraid to contact your
legislators multiple times to get their attention

•

•

Be sure to thank them for their support when they have taken the action they promised

•

Share this information with your friends. Together, we have a powerful voice!

So what’s your prediction? Smooth sailing or a rocky road in 2015?
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Visit Aboard USS IWO JIMA in Mayport, Florida. Bob Gasche pr esented the Ships XO with a copy of the
flag raising on Iwo Jima signed by troops who were in that battle, including himself. Behind is the Presidential Seal
presented to the ships crew during their deployment to New Orleans during Hurricane Katrina for their humanitarian
efforts..
WWII veterans Bob
Gasche and Bill Ebersole are pictured aboard
the USS IWO JIMA in
Mayport the day after
Thanksgiving. Captain
James Midkiff, XO,
conducted the tour for
Bob and his guests.
Bob, in red cap, fought
in the battle for Iwo
Jima. He was invited to
visit the ship.
Below is a picture taken
on deck. MOAA Chapter members Bill Ebersole, Dennis Wait, and
Jim and Candy Gleason
are in the picture. Also,
Don and Pat Sherry,
KWVA were present.
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Top 5 Tips for Your 2015 Philanthropic
Endeavors

Charity Navigator website:
http://www.charitynavigator.org/

Charity Navigator's Top 5 tips for charting the best course for
your 2015 philanthropic endeavors.

Helping evaluate Charities

1. First, determine what causes are most important to you.

Charity Oversight - Whose Responsibility?

2. Next, develop a list of charities engaged in that type of work.

True/False - A bona fide 501 (c) 3 public charity has been vetted and is regularly monitored by the federal government?

3. Then, using Charity Navigator’s free website, narrow that list
to just a few that are financially healthy and accountable

That's a big FALSE!

and transparent.
4. Check on the charity's results by calling or visiting its website. Use our new Results Reporting methodology as a guideline.
5. Finally, map out a plan and budget for the year (consider
setting aside some money for disaster giving), then let the organization(s) know your intentions. Knowing your plan helps
the charity keep its fundraising expenses at a minimum while
focusing on the programs you intended to support in the first
place.

Army Recruiting Command Optimistic
As a recent article points out, the IRS (the agency charged

WASHINGTON -- Army recruiting is facing "significant challenges" in the current economic climate in its mission to find
charitable oversight due to limited resources. Although the sec- young Americans qualified for service.
with nonprofit oversight at the federal level) falls way short on

tor continues to grow (filings of Form 990s grew 5% from 2011

Increasing obesity rates and declining academic qualifications among young people are driving down the number of
Americans eligible for service, according to Maj. Gen. Allen
Batschelet, commanding general of the U.S. Army Recruiting Command at Fort Knox, Kentucky.

to 2013), the rate of audits dropped to 0.71% of charities in
2013 (down from 0.81% in 2011).
What does this mean for donors? It tells us that just because a
group is a bona fide nonprofit doesn't mean you can assume it

Despite the recruiting challenges, the command is optimistic
Only three out of 10 Americans in the 17-to-24 age group
are currently eligible for the Army, Batschelet said. That eligibility number, he said, could fall to two out of 10 Americans in that age group by 2020, primarily driven by the obesity rates.

is effective, ethical or efficient. Donors MUST do their homework and vet charities before giving. Charity Navigator's easy
to understand 4-star charity ratings are designed to help donors make informed choices about the charities they support.
Our goal is to enable donors to quickly do their

Other factors for ineligibility include past criminal behavior
and declining high school graduation rates, he said.
Recruiting operates in a challenging fiscal environment with
"declining resources that are available to the Army," he said.

due diligence so that they have the peace of mind of knowing
their hard-earned money is helping great charities carry out
their worthy missions.
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GAINESVILLE CHAPTER
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

2015 Officers and Directors
President
John Menoski (Capt, USAF)

Tuesday, 10 February 2015—Luncheon
(Valentine’s Event), Napolatano’s. 11:30 Social
12:00 Lunch, Dr. Fitzgerald, Speaker

(386) 462-7033
menoski@msn.com

Vice President
Tom Hennessey (COL, USA Ret) (703) 840-3229
thenness2@juno.com

Sunday, 12 April 2015—Spring Brunch, Gainesville Country Club. 1230

Treasurer
Dennis Wait (Maj, USMC Ret)

(850) 910-0441
devildog7562@gmail.com

Secretary
Parker Lawrence (CAPT, USN Ret)

(352) 373-4160
lawrencelaw@bellsouth.net

Carter Nute (CAPT, USN Ret)
(Immediate Past President)
Candy Gleason (Past President)
Bill Moore (CDR, USN Ret)
Mickey Smith (CAPT, USN Ret)
Walt Visniski (CDR, USN Ret)

(352) 462-7160
jalbri7160@aol.com
(352) 335-1293
ccnute@earthlink.net
(352) 333-8974
gleason6@cox.net
(352) 372-6628
wtmoore2@aol.com
(352) 376-6611
mickey@acceleration.net
(352) 331-8553
wvisniski@cox.net

Thursday, 10 December 2015—Holiday Dinner,
Gainesville Country Club. Social Hour 1830- Dinner 1900
MILITARY OFFICER’S WIVES (MOW) 2015
SOCIAL HOUR 11:30AM LUNCH 12:00 PM

(352) 331-8553
wvisniski@cox.net

Tuesday, 24 March 2015—Military Officer’s
Wives (MOW) Luncheon—Gainesville Country
Club

(352) 378-7063
roger@piercepages.com

Tuesday, May TBA 2015—Military Officer’s
Wives (MOW) Luncheon -–Gainesville Country
Club

(352) 333-8974
gleason6@cox.net

Tuesday 27 October 2015—Military Officer’s
Wives (MOW) Luncheon—Gainesville Country
Club

-Membership -

-Newsletter/TOPS Liaison Jim Gleason (COL, USA Ret)

Wednesday, 11November— Veterans Day Picnic,
Ginnie Springs—1430.

Tuesday, 27 January 2015 — Military Officer’s
Wives (MOW) Luncheon—Gainesville Country
Club

-Legislative

Roger Pierce (Maj, USAF Ret)

Monday, September 2015—Joint Luncheon with
Rotary at Napolatano's—1200

Saturday, 7 November—MOPH-MOAA Golf
Tournament, Gainesville Country Club 1300

Committees

Walt Visniski (CDR, USN Ret)

June/July/August—No events.

Sunday, 11October 2015—Brunch/Membership
Drive, (Speaker: ) Gainesville Country Club —
1230

Directors
Paul Albritton (BGen, USAF Ret)

Thursday, 7 May 2015—Cinco De Mayo at Linda
Vista-(Name change from Mexico Lindo)—social
1800—Dinner 1830.
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Frederick Malphurs, Author and Twitter Com-

PO BOX 5877

(352) 376-5226

GAINESVILLE FL 32627-5877

Fax (352) 3728858

mentator; former Director of North Florida/South
Georgia VHS.
C. WHARTON COLE

(352) 672-1482

ATTORNEY AT LAW

flmalphurs@gmail.com - Fredmalphurs.com
Twitter: Talking about health car e r efor m, r educing the
costs and hassles of healthcare delivery.

AYEAR

IN THE LIFE OF

God Bless America And Our Troops

Chapter Board Meeting
Date: 17 February 2015
Time: 1900
Location: Queen of Peace Chur ch,10900 SW 24th
Avenue [Enter the Church, and go to the right to the
meeting room]
All Members, Perspective Members, Auxiliary Members, and Spouses are welcome.
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CHANDLER, LANG
HASWELL & COLE, P.A.

726 NE FIRST STREET
GAINESVILLE, FLORIDA 32601

We Thank Our Sponsors.

Forest Meadows
Funeral Homes

Veterans
Funeral Care

Jim Lynch
Veteran’s Representative
352-538-3119
jlynch@forestmeadowsfh.com

Gainesville Chapter, MOAA
P.O. Box 142423
Gainesville, FL 32614–2423
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