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I would like to thank those chapter members who helped with our MOAA Booth at the
Alachua County Veterans Memorial Park for the Veterans Day Commemoration. Special thanks to Candy and Jim Gleason for setting up and staffing our booth. This event
offers an excellent opportunity for our chapter to be visible and a relevant partner in
supporting our local veteran community.
Following the Veterans Day Commemoration at Veterans Park, we had 45 chapter
members and guests at our annual Veterans Day picnic at Ginnie Springs. . It was
great to hear many of our new chapter members were in attendance. We are very appreciative to Bobbie Suggs, owner of Ginnie Springs, for hosting our MOAA family gathering on the Santa Fe River west of High Springs. I would also like to thank Cathy
Francis, Ginnie Springs Associate, for providing decorations and beverages to complement selections from Sonny’s Barbeque supplemented with an assortment of appetizers
and desserts provided by our chapter members.
Our social calendar ends with the Holiday Dinner and Officer/Director Installation Ceremony on Thursday December 10 at the Gainesville Country Club. Eric Redmond,
guest pianist, will again entertain us with a seasonal selection of music throughout the
evening. Refer to the Flyer in this edition of the Eagles Eye for details.
My tenure as your Chapter President ends with the installation of our 2016 Officer
Slate at our Holiday Dinner. It has been an honor and pleasure serving as your President for the last 2 years. I am looking forward to the future of our chapter and to encourage all our members to support our new President and board in making 2016 a successful year.
John

CHAPTER HOLIDAY DINNER
December 10, 2015
(See page 3)
1

MOAA Wins Top Honors— For the 9th consecutive year The Hill newspaper names MOAA
a top lobbyist in the associations category - See more at: http://www.moaa.org/takeaction/

October 30, 2015
The Hill, a Capitol Hill daily newspaper that covers public policy and political news, cited MOAA President Vice
Adm. Norb Ryan, USN (Ret.) for his defense of military members and families in its annual list of top association
lobbyists.
The paper noted that Ryan “spent the last year fighting to preserve U.S. troop pay and benefits against budget cuts, a
cause he’ll continue to champion in upcoming fiscal fights.”
“This recognition belongs to our 390,000+ members, MOAA Chapter and Council leaders, our Board of Directors
and superb MOAA staff,” Ryan said. “We take seriously our motto to ‘Never Stop Serving’ our members and the
entire military community including currently serving families, retirees, veterans, and survivors. Political leaders
need to remember that our men and women in uniform are the only weapon system that has never let the nation
down.”
- See more at: http://www.moaa.org/Content/Take-Action/Top-Issues/Currently-Serving/MOAA-Top-Gun,Again.aspx#sthash.20IfC82b.dpuf

Military ID Cards
The closest location for obtaining a new or replacement Military ID Card, on a walk-in basis, is Camp Blanding
in Starke. Building 4200
The ID/DEERS office is part of the Support Services. The hours for the ID Card/DEERS System are as follows:
•

Mondays—office closed

•

Tuesdays and Thursdays—0900-1130

•

Wednesdays and Fridays—0900-1600

•

Saturdays and Sundays—Office Closed

Two forms of Identification are required. Examples ar e : Dr iver s License, Bir th Cer tificate, Feder al Picture Id, or Social Security Card.
Phone Numbers: 904-741-7705 or 904-682-3379
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GAINESVILLE CHAPTER MOAA
HOLIDAY DINNER
Thursday, 10 December
1730-1800 Social Time
1800-1900 Program
1900-2030 Dinner

CELEBRATE

PIANO MUSIC

WITH

By

FRIENDS

Eric Redmond

AND
FOOD

Menu: Prime Rib or Grilled Salmon Plated Dinner with mixed green salad/sliced tomatoes, twice baked
potatoes, mixed vegetables, breads and butter, and cheesecake dessert. Coffee, tea, and sodas included
Name: ______________________________________
(print name for name tag)

Spouse/Guest Name: _________________________
(print name for name tag)

Number of Reservations: Prime Rib______ Grilled Salmon_____

Total Amount Enclosed ($30 per person): _________
[We need this by Friday, December 4th in order to give the Club our final headcount — Call John Menoski
386-462-7033 if you have any problem with this deadline]
RSVP with check made out to:
Gainesville Chapter MOAA
PO Box 142423
Gainesville, FL 32614-2423
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ANNUAL VETERAN’S DAY CHAPTER PICNIC AT GINNNIE SPRINGS

A BIG thank you to Bobbie Suggs for her generosity in hosting
our annual Chapter Veteran’s Day Picnic at beautiful Ginnie
Springs. She’s done this for many years, and we truly appreciate
it.
We had forty five Members and guests attend a wonderful event
highlighted by great weather, and excellent food.
Pictured above are left to right Nancy Kirkland, Trudy Hall, and
Kirkland.
Below are Carter and Barbara Nute.
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Veteran’s Day at Veteran’s Memorial Park - Left to Right: Jim and Candy
Gleason and, Barbara and Carter Nute at the MOAA booth on Veteran’s Row.

God Bless America And Our Troops
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Chapter Election Ballot 2015
Please fill out the ballot below, and send ( to be received not later than 7 December) to:
Gainesville Chapter MOAA, PO Box 142423, Gainesville, FL 32614-2423
_________________________________________________________________
Officers

Yes

No

President: Fred Judkins (CPT, USA)

____ ____

_________________________

Vice President: VACANT

____ ____

_________________________

Second Vice President: VACANT

____

___

_________________________

Treasurer: Dennis Wait (Maj, USMC, Ret)

____ ____

_________________________

Secretary: Parker Lawrence (CAPT, USN, Ret)

____ ____

_________________________

_________

Write-In Name

Directors
John Menoski (Capt, USAF) (Immediate Past President)

____ ____

_________________________

Carter Nute (CAPT, USN, Ret)

____ ____

_________________________

Candy Gleason (Member Spouse)

____ ____

_________________________

Maurice Levy (COL, USA, Ret)

____ ____

_________________________

Bill Moore (CDR, USN, Ret)

____ ____

__________________________

Mickey Smith (CAPT, USN, Ret)

____ ____

_________________________

Walt Visniski (CDR, USN, Ret)

____ ____

__________________________

Write in if you would like to be a director _____________________________________________________

Annual Dues
Chapter By Law, Article VI—Dues, Section 1, requires that the annual dues for each Member and Auxiliary Member be recommended by the Board of Directors to the Membership.
The Board of Directors recommends:
•

· annual dues for Members remain at $15 per calendar year.

•

· annual dues for Auxiliary Members remain at $10 per calendar year

Approve Board Recommendation _____ Disapprove Board Recommendation _______
Chapter Elections for 2016 TERM
Please consider volunteering to be on our Chapter Board of Directors, or serve on a Committee.
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Legal Corner: Sexual Assault Trial Re-

Kastenberg found Harding had committed unlawful command

vealed Nagging Problems With the Military
Justice System

influence.
Kastenberg, in his ruling, found that Harding transferred the

Senior Airman Brandon T. Wright was found not guilty of

case because “the failure to have charges preferred against

sexual assault in October. That brought to an end a case that

SrA Wright would enable Senator Kirsten Gillibrand to gain

has been languishing in the military justice system for over

needed votes on a pending bill to remove commanders from

three years. About the only positive thing that can be said

the court-martial process,” according to Stars and Stripes.

about this case is that it is over.

Thus, the senior lawyer in the Air Force transferred the Wright
case in order to influence pending legislation.

The allegations in the Wright case stem from a night of drinking in 2012. The case was investigated, and the commanding

Consider the optics of transferring the case to a new com-

officer, Air Force Lt. Gen. Craig Franklin, determined the case manding officer and harm it caused to the fairness of this case
should not go to trial because of a lack of evidence. By the

and the public perception of military justice. In defense of his

time Franklin dismissed the charges, his credibility on military actions, Harding suggested Kastenberg’s ruling was influ-justice matters was gone, followed by one of his stars.

enced by lingering ill will toward him. That type of criticism
would be unthinkable if the judge was an Article III federal

Previously, Franklin had overturned the sexual-assault convic- judge with lifetime tenure. Moreover, Harding defended
tion of Lt. Col. James Wilkerson. Wilkerson was convicted in Franklin’s actions during his testimony before Gillibrand in
November 2012 of sexual assault of a female guest staying at

the Wilkerson case, but in the Wright case, was quick to sec-

his residence. In February 2013, Franklin overturned the con-

ond guess the actions of the same commander.

viction citing evidence that Wilkerson was a doting father and
loyal husband. The Air Force later confirmed that Wilkerson

Either commanders are equipped to make decisions on mili-

previously had an extramarital relationship, resulting in a

tary-justice issues, or they are not. This authority cannot turn

child.

on the propriety of the decision as viewed by Pentagon. As

Overturning Wilkerson’s conviction drew the ire of Senator

Kastenberg ruled, “Harding committed actual unlawful com-

Kirsten Gillibrand, whoquestioned the Air Force judge advo-

mand influence.” Statements by Harding to the press attempt-

cate general, Lt. Gen. Richard Harding, about the Wilkerson

ing to undermine the legitimacy of a judge’s ruling only un-

case. In response to her questions Harding said, “All parties

derscore the improper influence that senior officials attempt to

did what they were asked to do by the law.” “Well, one of the

exert on what should be an independent judiciary.

parties was wrong,” Gillibrand fired back.
This is not the first time Harding engaged in questionable conGillibrand continues to push for changes to the military justice duct in an attempt to thwart the changes to the military justice
system.

system proposed by Gillibrand.

After Franklin decided not to send the Wright case to trial, the Harding previously distributed a memorandum to all Air
Pentagon stepped in. Harding recommended the Wright case

Force lawyers encouraging them to engage members of the

be transferred to another court-martial convening authority for media in support of keeping “commanders’ authority and the
a “do-over.” By doing so, the military judge, Lt. Col. Joshua

continued on page 8
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members of the jury reviewed all of the evidence and ren-

Continued from page 7. Sexual Assault Trial

Revealed Nagging Problems With the Military
Justice System

dered their verdict in accord with the law. The issues
raised in this article relate solely to the questionable handling of this case by senior military officials.

current set-up of the military justice system.” In the
Wright case, Harding took his advocacy a step further by
violating the law and influencing a court-martial.

None of the parties were served well in this case. Wright
spent almost an entire enlistment with sexual assaults
charges hanging over his head. The woman who reported
that she was assaulted also had to wait over three years to

Consider the havoc the delay in this case caused. The Air
Force staff sergeant had to wait years to have her complaint heard in court. Similarly, Wright had to spend almost an entire enlistment with sexual assault charges
hanging over his head. This delay also has an impact on

have her complaint see the inside of a courtroom. Justice
is never served when it takes this long to bring a case to
trial.

units of both of these service members. It’s inexcusable
for this case to have languished for over three years. The
lockstep defenders of the current military-justice system,
often point to the alleged efficiency of the UCMJ. Clearly
this case was not efficiently brought to trial.

Flu Facts
In comparison to the lengthy and tainted prosecution of
•

The flu shot will not give you the flu.

Wright, a civilian jury convictedan Air Force cadet of
sexual assault last week. The Air Force could have prosecuted this case, as cadets are subject to the UCMJ, but
that prosecution was left to civilian authorities. The alle-

• The flu can be dangerous—even life-threatening.
Every year, about 36,000 people die of complications
from the flu.

gation was reported on Nov. 2, 2014; less than a year later, civilian authorities secured a conviction. So arguments
that the military-justice system is more efficient or effective, as compared to civilian criminal prosecutions, does

• The flu is caused by a virus. It can’t be treated
with antibiotics.
• Influenza is not the same as “stomach flu,” the 24hour bug that causes vomiting and diarrhea. This is
most likely due to a GI (gastrointestinal) infection—not the flu.

not withstand scrutiny.

You need to get a flu shot each year. Last year’s shot
will not protect you from this year’s flu.

As the military continues to defend the current militaryjustice system, the facts of this case must be considered.
The senior lawyer in the Air Force committed unlawful
command influence. If he cannot be trusted to not improperly interfere with a court-martial, what is the likelihood
that an untrained military commander wouldn’t do the
same?
I take no issue with the outcome of the Wright case. The
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Save the Date - A great evening honoring Veterans
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2015 Officers and Directors

GAINESVILLE CHAPTER

President
John Menoski (Capt, USAF)

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
(386) 462-7033
menoski@msn.com

Tuesday, 10 February 2015—Luncheon
(Valentine’s Event), Napolatano’s. 11:30 Social
12:00 Lunch, Dr. Fitzgerald, Speaker

Vice President

Sunday, 12 April 2015—Spring Brunch, Gainesville Country Club. 1230

Treasurer
Dennis Wait (Maj, USMC Ret)

(850) 910-0441
devildog7562@gmail.com

Thursday, 7 May 2015—Cinco De Mayo at Linda
Vista-(Tower Rd & Archer Rd)—social 1800—
Dinner 1830.

(352) 373-4160
lawrencelaw@bellsouth.net

June/July/August—No events.

(352) 462-7160
jalbri7160@aol.com
(352) 335-1293
ccnute@cox.net

Sunday, 11October 2015—Brunch/Membership
Drive, (Speaker: CAPT Robert Silah, USN (Ret)
MOAA National Board Member) Gainesville
Country Club —1230

Secretary
Parker Lawrence (CAPT, USN Ret)

Directors
Paul Albritton (BGen, USAF Ret)
Carter Nute (CAPT, USN Ret)
(Immediate Past President)
Candy Gleason (Past President)
Bill Moore (CDR, USN Ret)
Mickey Smith (CAPT, USN Ret)
Walt Visniski (CDR, USN Ret)

Monday, September 14 2015—Joint Luncheon
with Rotary at Napolatano's—11:30 Social 12:00
Lunch. Speaker: Judge Phillip Pena

Wednesday, 11November— Veterans Day Picnic,
Ginnie Springs—1430.

(352) 333-8974
gleason6@cox.net
(352) 372-6628
wtmoore2@aol.com
(352) 376-6611
mickey@acceleration.net
(352) 331-8553
wvisniski@cox.net

Thursday, 10 December 2015—Holiday Dinner,
Gainesville Country Club. Social Hour 1730- Dinner 1900

MILITARY OFFICER’S WIVES (MOW) 2015
SOCIAL HOUR 11:30AM LUNCH 12:00 PM

Committees

Tuesday, 27 January 2015 — Military Officer’s
Wives (MOW) Luncheon—Gainesville Country
Club

-Legislative
Walt Visniski (CDR, USN Ret)

(352) 331-8553
wvisniski@cox.net

Tuesday, 24 March 2015—Military Officer’s
Wives (MOW) Luncheon—Gainesville Country
Club

-Membership Roger Pierce (Maj, USAF Ret)

(352) 378-7063
roger@piercepages.com

Thursday, 28 May 2015—Military Officer’s
Wives (MOW) Luncheon -–Gainesville Country
Club

(352) 333-8974
gleason6@cox.net

Tuesday 27 October 2015—Military Officer’s
Wives (MOW) Luncheon—Gainesville Country
Club

-Newsletter/TOPS Liaison Jim Gleason (COL, USA Ret)
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Frederick Malphurs, Author and Twitter Com-

PO BOX 5877

(352) 376-5226

GAINESVILLE FL 32627-5877

Fax (352) 3728858

mentator; former Director of North Florida/South
Georgia VHS.
C. WHARTON COLE

(352) 672-1482

ATTORNEY AT LAW

flmalphurs@gmail.com - Fredmalphurs.com
Twitter: Talking about health car e r efor m, r educing the
costs and hassles of healthcare delivery.

MOAA Chapter Board Meeting
Date: 8 December 2015

Time: 1900

Location: Queen of Peace Chur ch,10900 SW 24th
Avenue [Enter the Church, and go to the left to the St
Teresa meeting room]
All Members, Perspective Members, Auxiliary Members, and Spouses are welcome.

JOIN Vietnam Veterans of America, Chapter 1092, Alachua County
Contact: Pr esident: For est Hope (352) 514-0270
Secretary: Fred Judkins II (352) 642-6992
The VVA meets on the 4th Monday of each month at
the American Legion, Post 16, Hall off NW 6th Street..

Next Meeting: 23 November at 6pm.
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CHANDLER, LANG
HASWELL & COLE, P.A.

726 NE FIRST STREET
GAINESVILLE, FLORIDA 32601

We Thank Our Sponsors.

Forest Meadows
Funeral Homes

Veterans
Funeral Care

Jim Lynch
Veteran’s Representative
352-538-3119
jlynch@forestmeadowsfh.com

Gainesville Chapter
P.O. Box 142423
Gainesville, FL 32614–2423
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