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The Eagle’s Eye 

Summer Edition 2013  

Newsletter of the Gainesville, Florida Chapter of the Military Officers Association of  America (MOAA) 

 

President’s Message: 
We had a great turnout for the annual Cinco de Mayo Din-
ner on Thursday evening, May 2nd at Mexico Lindo Restau-
rant. Thirty-five members and guests enjoyed a festive 
evening with sumptuous servings of Mexican cuisine offer-
ings.  
During the 14 May Chapter Board of Directors meeting 
Lieutenant Martha Robinson, Commanding Officer U. S. 
Naval Sea Cadet Corps Liberty Division, presented an in-
formative brief about her Lake City program that offers outstanding opportunities 
for high school aged youth to focus their energy to achieve meaningful objectives. 
Her Naval Sea Cadet daughter, Tracy Robinson, enhanced the brief with her confi-
dent presentation on the merits of the program. Following their presentation chap-
ter president, Carter Nute, presented LT Robinson with an unrestricted $200.00 
check donation to support their Sea Cadet Corps Liberty Division initiatives. 
Wrapping up the spring awards program our chapter presented MOAA Medals and 
Award Certificates to outstanding students enrolled in High School JROTC pro-
grams. Resplendent in their Navy JROTC uniforms Eastside High School Cadet 
Breanna Fletcher received her award from BOD member, Captain Parker Law-
rence and Gainesville High School Cadet Stephen Carter received his award from 
chapter president, Captain Carter Nute. It is indeed a pleasure to recognize these 
young men and women who are a tribute to their respective JROTC programs. 
Congratulations are in order to our chapter treasurer, LCDR Rodney Bolling, for 
his exceptional leadership resulting in his Gainesville High School (GHS) Navy 
JROTC cadets receiving the 2012-2013 Distinguished Unit [continued on page 2] 

Flag Day, also called 
National Flag Day, 
in the United States, 
is a day honoring the 
adoption of the na-
tional flag. It com-
memorates the date in 
1777 when Congress 
approved the design 
for the first national 
flag. 

In 1916, President 
Woodrow Wilson 
issued a proclamation 
that officially estab-
lished June 14 as 
Flag Day and in Au-
gust 1949, National 

Flag Day was estab-
lished by an Act of 
Congress. 

 

Korean Baptist Church of 

Gainesville Honors Korean 

War Veterans 

On Saturday, June 8th, in what 
has become an annual event, the 
Korean Baptist Church of Gaines-
ville, hosted its remembrance of 
the Korean War Veterans. See 
pages 3-6. 

60th Anniversary of the Korean War 

On June 25, 1950, the North Korean Army 
began an offensive to invade South Korea 
that resulted in the capture of the republic’s 
capital, Seoul, within four days.  

The United States, the United Kingdom and 
other members of the United Nations moved 
to actively defend South Korea – an effort 
that would last until July 27, 1953, when ne-
gotiations concluded and fighting finally 
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National Flag Day is Friday, June 14th. 

There will be a Flag Day Ceremony at 

the Post 16 American Legion Hall on 

Saturday, June 15th at noon. Lunch 

will be served after the ceremony. 

 

President’s Message continued from page 1 

 

 Award. This award is based on annual competition 
among units in each NJROTC Area. There are 10 
areas in the NJROTC Organization. Gainesville 
High School is in Area 7 (includes all of Florida  
with the exception of Jacksonville and Pensacola) 
and the area consists of 57 units.  Only 30% of 
schools are recognized each year. Well done GHS 
NJROTC Cadets! 
On a sad note, we acknowledge the death of three 
chapter members. Captain Harry L. Gaver, USN 
(Ret) passed away on 12 May. Mary Oberg, widow 
of Colonel John Oberg, USAF (Ret) passed away on 
17 April. Elizabeth (Bettie) Lilley, wife of Major 
Russ Lilley, USAF (Ret), passed away on 27 
March. Many will recall Bettie was a talented quilt-
er who created our MOAA Banner that we proudly 
display at all chapter functions.   
With the approaching summer vacation schedules 
we take a respite from our active chapter social ac-
tivities. Plans are in work for a Joint MOAA/Rotary 
Club Luncheon on Monday, 16 September at Napo-
latano’s with an invited MOAA guest speaker TBD. 
Save the date and watch for details to be announced 
in the end-of-summer edition of the Eagles Eye 
Newsletter.   
 
Carter 

 

On May 18th, Chapter President Carter Nute  

presented the MOAA Leadership Award to 

NJROTC Cadet Stephen Carter of Gainesville 

High School. See picture below.  

Similar presentations were made to JROTC stu-

dents at Bell High School, Eastside High School, 

Buchholz High School, and Bradford High School. 

Also, the Chapter presented the Leadership Award 

to University of Florida Army, Air Force, and Na-

vy/Marine Corps Cadets in April and May. 
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On Saturday, June 8th, in what has become an annual event, the Korean Baptist 

Church of Gainesville, hosted its remembrance of the local Korean War Veterans. In a 

very moving evening of fellowship, food, and entertainment, Pastor Min Seok Sohn, 

welcomed the Veterans and their friends. Brigadier General Paul Albritton and Pat, 

and Colonel Jim and Candy Gleason, MOAA Chapter members, were honored to at-

tend.  

Pastor Min Seak Sohn, Korean Baptist Church, 

welcomes Korean War Veterans and guests. 
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The Korean Baptist Church of Gainesville thanks local Korean War Veterans.  
 

 

 

 Left: Don Sherry 

Below:  

Left to Right: Mr Dae 

Won Kim; Dick Davis, 

Commander of the local 

chapter of the Korean 

War Veterans Associa-

tion (KWVA); Don Sher-

ry; and Eddie Ko. 

Above: Eddie Ko.  

 

Eddie  grew up in North Korea. 

 

Ko’s entire family was killed by 

the North Koreans for their Chris-

tian faith. He escaped to South 

Korea where he happened to meet 

Lt. Eugene Clark as the U.S. Navy 

was preparing for one of the most 

pivotal points of the war, the land-

ing at Inchon. 

 

Just 14 years old, Ko told the 

Lieutenant he’d find out how 

many enemies were there, and 

when high tide was to invade. 

 

The U.S. enlisted him in the Ma-

rines as a counterintelligence spy, 

and he went on to warn the Ameri-

cans of many surprise attacks. 

 

After the war ended, Ko moved to 

the U.S., became a citizen, joined 

the U.S. Army, and now lives in 

Tampa. 
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Korean Baptist Church of Gainesville 
thanking Korean War Veterans. 

 Left, Top to Bottom:  

Paul Albritton speaking with a member of the Korean 
Baptist Church;  Mr and Mrs Frank Wolf; Mr and Mrs 
Don Sherry. 

Right, Top to Bottom:  

Mary Hildebrandt; Mr and Mrs Jake Feaster; and Kirby 
Stewart . 
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The Korean Baptist Church of Gainesville, honors local Korean War Veterans.  

Above Left: Rose of Sharon, Korean National Flower. 

Above: Tobe, Men’s Vocal Ensemble (One of five out-

standing musical groups or entertainers that were part 

of the “Musical Tribute to the Korean War Veterans). 

Left: Commander Dick Davis, Korean War Veterans 

Association (KWVA), with member Terry Fitzpatrick. 

Republic of Korea.  

 

The Republic Of Korea is a small country on the far eastern edge of Asia. Although it ranks 109th in the world in 

terms of land area, the country is a center of economic activity, culture, and arts. Korea was colonized by Japan in 

the early 20th century and later had to endure the Korean War (1950-53), but it has achieved amazing economic 

growth in a short period, dubbed "the Miracle on the Han  River." 

 

Today, Korea is an industrial nation standing tall on the world stage. Its semiconductor, automobile, shipbuilding, 

steel making, and IT industries are on the leading edge in global markets. It hosted the 1988 Seoul Olympics and 

the 2002 Korea-Japan FIFA World Cup. More recently, Korean dramas, movies, and music are attracting many 

audiences in Asian countries and beyond, creating what is being called the "Korean Wave." Korea's new standing 

in the international community was highlighted in 2010 with the nation becoming the first Asian country to 

chair the G20 and host the G20 Seoul Summit.  
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Looking around the auditorium, legends fill the room. A 

Tuskegee Airman subtly takes his seat in the crowd, and 

Medal of Honor recipient George “Bud” Day arrives in 

his wheelchair. Hundreds have come to honor three men 

standing onstage – the Doolittle Raiders. 

Lt. Col. Dick Cole, Lt. Col. Ed Saylor and Staff Sgt. Da-

vid Thatcher, all three Doolittle Raiders, received much 

recognition during their last official reunion, April 17-20, 

2013, on the Northwest Florida coast. 

During this handful of days, thousands of people, young 

and old, came out to show their support. 

From right: Retired Lt. Col. Dick Cole, Staff Sgt. David 

Thatcher and Lt. Col. Ed Saylor, Doolittle Raiders, stand before 

the air  craft they used in World War II’s Doolittle Raid, April 

20, 2013 at the Destin Airport. The men were attending their 

final reunion together, as they are only three of the four living 

Raiders. (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. David Salanitri) 

 
The Doolittle Raiders started with 80 airmen in their unit, 

but 71 years later, only four remain, the youngest being in 

his early 90s. 

These Raiders did something extraordinary the day of 

April 18, 1942 – they delivered the first blow to Japan 

after the attack on Pearl Harbor. 

Who won the World Series 71 years ago? For that matter, 

who won the Super Bowl a few years ago? Seventy-one 

years is a long time. Things that seem important in the 

moment, but are forgotten easily, rarely make for impact-

ful moments to be written in the history books of our chil-

dren and our children’s children. But an event whose im-

pact can be lived today through a country’s freedom is 

something few can say they’ve been part of. 

The Doolittle Raiders can say this. All 80 of them. And 

America hasn’t forgotten it. I can say this with confi-

dence. For four days, the Raiders were treated like the 

heroes they are.  People lined walls by the hundreds, wait-

ing in line up to two hours just to shake a Raider’s hand 

and to get an autograph. Hurlburt Field and Eglin Air 

Force Base airmen filled auditoriums in hopes to ask 

these Raiders a question. 

The same question was asked throughout the week. What 

was going through your mind knowing you’re going to 

take off on a mission you may not return from? 

Though the responses varied slightly, the message was 

consistent – their only thought the mission. The feeling of 

fright fell to the wayside, and they focused on their task at 

hand – send a message to Japan that we can hurt them at 

home. 

Under the command of then Lt. Col. Jimmy Doolittle, 80 

men flew 16 aircraft off a carrier in the Pacific, dropping 

bombs on oil storage facilities, factory areas and military 

installations. 

    [Continued on page 8] 

 

Doolittle Raiders: Real Superheroes 

[Excerpted From article by  Glen Selby, DoD News]  
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When news of the raid reached Americans, spirits rose 

through the roof. The raid was considered a huge psycho-

logical win. 

Many things have changed during the past 71 years. Our 

freedom is not one of those things.   

Watching folks interact with the Raiders reminds me of 

how folks would react to meeting Superman. Children 

jump at the chance to take a picture with a Raider, prod-

ding at Mom and Dad until they get their face time with 

one of the heroes. 

As an airman, it’s heartwarming to see how those before 

me are treated. It hasn’t always been this way for those 

who have served. Pull aside any person wearing a 

“Vietnam” ball cap, and they’ll tell you that firsthand. 

However, first they will thank you for your service, since 

few have done the same to them. 

Knowing that because of men like Cole, Saylor and 

Thatcher, I have an Air Force to serve in and freedom to 

enjoy … well to me … hero doesn’t do them justice. All 80 

of them. Aim high, Raiders. Fly, fight, win. 

Soldiers, Sailors and Airmen of the Allied Expeditionary 

Force! You are about to embark upon a great crusade, to-

ward which we have striven these many months. The eyes 

of the world are upon you. The hopes and prayers of liberty 

loving people everywhere march with you. In company 

with our brave Allies and brothers in arms on other fronts, 

you will bring about the destruction of the German war 

machine, the elimination of Nazi tyranny over the op-

pressed peoples of Europe, and security for ourselves in a 

free world. 

Your task will not be an easy one. Your enemy is well 

trained, well equipped and battle hardened, he will fight 

savagely. 

But this is the year 1944! Much has happened since the 

Nazi triumphs of 1940-41. The United Nations have inflict-

ed upon the Germans great defeats, in open battle, man to 

man. Our air offensive has seriously reduced their strength 

in the air and their capacity to wage war on the ground. 

Our home fronts have given us an overwhelming superiori-

ty in weapons and munitions of war, and placed at our dis-

posal great reserves of trained fighting men. The tide has 

turned! The free men of the world are marching together to 

victory! 

I have full confidence in your courage, devotion to duty 

and skill in battle. We will accept nothing less than full 

victory! 

Good Luck! And let us all beseech the blessings of Al-

mighty God upon this great and noble undertaking. 

-- Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower 

Doolittle Raiders: Real Superheroes 

[Continued From Page 7] 

June 6th 1944, D-Day Normandy Land-

ings - We owe an eternal debt to all WWII 

Veterans. Read Below General Eisenhow-

er’s message to the troops just prior to the 

landings begining. 
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The administration is proposing to cap military pay 
and dramatically increase military health care fees. 
 
Congress has repeatedly rebuffed these shortsighted, 
budget driven proposals that would threaten the all-
volunteer force, but they’ll need to act again. 

 

 

Thank you for using Military Officers Association of 
America Mail System. 
 
Message sent to the following recipients: 
Senator Nelson 
Senator Rubio 
Message text follows: 
 
J B Goode 
22126 SW 110th Dr 
Gainesville, FL 32607-8811 
 
 
June 10, 2013 
 
[recipient address was inserted here] 
 
 
 [recipient name was inserted here], 
 
I am writing to urge you to prevent stiff new budgetary 
penalties on the military community. 
 
Next week, members of the Senate Armed Services Com-
mittee will draft their version of the FY 2014 National De-
fense Authorization Act. 
   
I'm asking you to do all you can to ensure that the bill re-
jects two administration proposals to penalize those who 
have served our nation: 
 
     * Health Care:  The President's budget proposal would 
raise healthcare fees by $1,000 a year or more for retired 
military families. I contend that this is an unfair "bait and 
switch" rule change after promises of current benefits in-
duced generations of service members to pursue arduous 
careers in uniform. 
 
      * Military Pay Caps:  The President's budget contains a 
1% active duty pay raise versus the 1.8% raise scheduled 
under current law. I believe it would be singularly inappro-

priate to cap/freeze the military pay raise for troops and 
families at war. 
 

I'm asking you to strongly urge the Senate Armed Services 
Committee to reject these provisions. Please don't balance 
the budget on the backs of our service members and their 
families. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
J B Goode 
 
(352) 123-4567 
 
After 16 hours of deliberation, the House Armed Services 

Committee (HASC) finalized its draft of the FY 2014 de-

fense authorization bill (H.R. 1690) in the early hours of 

Thursday morning.  

The committee followed the lead of the military personnel 

subcommittee by rejecting administration proposals to 

raise TRICARE Prime enrollment fees and pharmacy co-

payments and to establish enrollment fees for TRICARE 

for Life and TRICARE Standard. 

The Committee also remained silent on the administra-

tion’s proposal to cap military pay raises at 1 percent in 

2014. This preserves the 1.8 percent active duty pay raise 

already established in law. 

The bill is now scheduled for a full House vote on June 12. 

In the meantime, the Senate Armed Services Committee 

will commence work on its version of the defense bill next 

week. 

The HASC draft exceeds the sequester budget caps by 

roughly $52 billion. Therefore any optimism generated by 

the legislation must be tempered by the reality that Con-

gress must find a fix to sequestration this year or more 

drastic cuts will be required. 

Use MOAA.org - “Take Action” - to email 

Senators and Representatives on important  

issues. See a sample return below. 

Defense Bill: No Tricare Fees, Pay Cap - 

MOAA. Org 



10 

2013 Officers and Directors 

 

 

ccnute@earthlink.net 

(352) 335-1293  

 

menoski@msn.com 

(386)462-7033 

 

bollinra@gm.sbac.edu 

(904) 537-5287 

 

lawrencelaw@bellsouth.net 

(352) 373-4160 

 

 

jalbri7160@aol.com 

(352)462-7160 

gleason6@cox.net 

(352) 333-8974 

 

thenness2@juno.com 

(703) 840-3229 

wtmoore2@aol.com 

(352)372-6628 

mickey@acceleration.net 

(352)-376-6611 

wvisniski@cox.net 

(352) 331-8553 

 

wvisniski@cox.net 

(352) 331-8553 

roger@piercepages.com 

(352) 378-7063 

 

gleason6@cox.net 

(352) 333-8974 

                                 

 

President                            

Carter Nute (CAPT, USN Ret) 

 

Vice President 

John Menoski (Capt, USAF) 

 

Treasurer  

Rodney Bolling (LCDR, USN Ret) 

 

Secretary  

Parker Lawrence (CAPT, USN  

Ret) 

       

Directors  

Paul Albritton (BGen, USAF Ret) 

 

Candy Gleason (Immediate Past 

President) 

 

Tom Hennessey (COL, USA Ret) 

 

Bill Moore (CDR, USN Ret) 

 

Mickey Smith (CAPT, USN Ret) 

 

Walt Visniski (CDR, USN Ret) 

 

Committees 

-Legislative -Walt Visniski  (CDR, 

 USN Ret) 

-Membership - Roger Pierce  

(Maj, USAF Ret) 

-Newsletter/TOPS Liaison -  

 Jim Gleason (COL, USA Ret) 

                        

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

Chapter Social Functions and Meetings 

 

Wednesday, 13 February 2013— Sweetheart Dinner 
(Valentine’s Event), at Gainesville Country Club. Social 
Hour: 6:00pm—Dinner: 6:30pm 

 

Sunday, 7 April — Brunch at Gainesville Country Club. 
12:30 pm 

 

Thursday, 2 May —   Cinco de Mayo Dinner at Mexico 
Lindo Restaurant. Social Hour: 6:00pm—Dinner: 6:30pm 

 

June/July/August — no events. 

 

Monday,16 September—Joint Luncheon-Rotary Club at 
Napolatano’s 11:30 AM 

 

Thursday,10 October—Oktoberfest Luncheon at Gaines-
ville Country Club 11:30 am  

 

Monday, 11 November— Veteran’s Day Picnic,  at Ginnie 
Springs at 2:30pm 

 

Thursday, 12 December - Holiday Dinner, at Gainesville 
Country Club. Social Hour: 6:30pm— Dinner: 7pm 

Military Officer’s Wives (MOW) 2013 

Social Hour 11:30am—Lunch 12pm 

 

• Tuesday, 22 January 2013—Military Officers 

       Wives (MOW) Luncheon-Gainesville Country 

         Club,    “What’s your body type?” 

 

• Tuesday, 26 March 2013—Military Officers Wives 

(MOW) Luncheon—Gainesville Country Club, 

BELK FASHION SHOW 

 

• Tuesday, 28 May 2013—Military Officers Wives 

(MOW) Luncheon—Gainesville Country Club, 

BIRTHDAY BASH CELEBRATION 

 

• Tuesday, 22 October 2013—Military Officers 

Wives (MOW) Luncheon—Gainesville Country 

Club,  
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Chapter Board Meeting 

Date:  13 August 2013 

Time: 7:00PM 

Location: Queen of Peace Church,10900 SW 24th 
Avenue [Enter the Church, and follow meeting signs 
to the right]  

All Members, Perspective Members, Auxiliary 

Members, and Spouses are welcome. 

Did You Know? — Military Titles 

 

The Department of Defense (DoD) permits Retirees to 
use their military titles and status under certain circum-
stances.  
 
When military titles are used by members to sign their 
names to documents that pertain to them personally, they 
must show that they are in a retired status after the grade 
as follows: (1) “USA Retired” will be used by all Regular 
Army (RA) personnel retired for service, age, or physical 
disability, including RA personnel on the Temporary 
Disability Retired List (TDRL). 
 
General Restrictions 
DoD regulations permit Retirees to use their military ti-
tles socially and in connection with commercial activities 
as long as they don't involve any ethically-questionable 
associations. They are not allowed to use their military 
title in connection with any activity, commercial or other-
wise, when such use implies the DoD sponsors or other-
wise approves of that activity.  
 
Social Restrictions 

If Retirees have business cards that include their rank, 
they must reflect the fact that the individual is retired, as 
must any social calling cards they have, by including the 
phrase “(Ret.)” after their rank. The same restriction per-
tains to Retirees who use their military title or rank to 
sign personal documents. 
 
Finally, Retirees are entitled to wear their uniforms only 
at: military funerals, memorial services, weddings, inau-
gurals, military balls, military parades, other patriotic 
parades or ceremonies in which any active or reserve 
United States military unit is taking part, meetings and 
conferences, or functions of associations formed for mili-
tary purposes. Retirees may wear medals on civilian 
clothing for patriotic, ceremonial, and social functions of 
a military nature. 
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Gainesville Chapter, MOAA 

P.O. Box 142423 

Gainesville, FL 32614– 2423 

We Thank Our Sponsors.  

Forest Meadows 
Funeral Homes 

 

Veterans  
   Funeral Care 

 
Jim Lynch 

Veteran’s Representative 


