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President’s Message:
Thanks to all who participated in our 7 April return visit to
the Gainesville Country Club for their sumptuous Sunday
Breakfast/Brunch Buffet. Twenty-eight (28) Gainesville
Chapter members and guests enjoyed a gathering that offered the enjoyable military family camaraderie reminiscent
of days past. We were delighted U.S. Army veteran, John
Knight, our newest chapter member, joined us with his
guest, Perry Poole, for this successful outing. It was nice to
see many of our members proudly wearing their MOAA Chapter name tags to this
event. Wearing your name tag for events helps foster public awareness of our community presence. If you do not yet have your complimentary MOAA Chapter
name tag, contact COL Jim Gleason at (352) 333-8974 to place your order.
We continue to recognize outstanding students enrolled in the High School JROTC
and University of Florida ROTC programs. On 11 April Chapter Board Member,
Colonel Jim Gleason presented the MOAA Medal to Cadet Kelly Flunker for
demonstrated outstanding leadership skills in the University of Florida Army
ROTC program. Similar awards were presented on 18 April by Board representatives, Captain Jerry Kennedy, to University of Florida Navy ROTC Midshipman
Lauren Tracy and Captain John Menoski to University of Florida Air Force ROTC
Cadet Ellie Fist. Wrapping up April award ceremonies Colonel Jim Gleason will
present the MOAA Award to Bradford High School Army JROTC Cadet Michael
Harris on April 26th. Please join me in hearty congratulations [continued on page 2]
♦

Thursday, 2 May, MOAA Cinco de Mayo Dinner, Mexico
Lindo Restaurant , Archer & Tower Road at 6:00PM. See
page 3 for reservations.

♦

Tuesday, 7 May, Iwo Trio Luncheon, Jason’s Deli at
11:30AM. (Come to an interesting event. No Reservations).

♦

Saturday, 11 May, Gainesville Civic Chorus & UF Choral
Union, “Spirit of America VII, A Salute in Song at UF Auditorium at 7:30 PM.
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President’s Message continued from page 1

Pentagon Seeks To Shift $25 Billion In
Health Care Costs To Military Tricare Beneficiaries. Time to “Take Action” ??!!

to these young men and women who carry on the
honored tradition of service to our country.
I am pleased to report your Chapter Board of Directors (BOD) voted to award cash gifts to the Fisher
House Foundation and the U. S. Navy Liberty Division Sea Cadet Program. These outstanding organizations bring credit to our community and are worthy of our support. Additionally, we are delighted to
announce the appointment of Colonel Tom Hennessey, USA (Ret) to the BOD. Tom brings to the
Board a wealth of volunteer and community service
experience to our membership. Welcome Aboard
Tom!

The Administration’s FY2014 defense budget proposal
was released on Wednesday, April 12th – including $43
billion in cuts aimed at reducing our nation’s debt.
The proposal reduces out year spending more moderately
than the sequestration budget cuts required by current
law. Overall, the proposed budget is an attempt at a
“grand bargain” on debt reduction.
To reach that elusive grand bargain, the 2014 budget in-

Save the date for our popular Cinco de Mayo dinner on Thursday, 2 May at Mexico Lindo restaurant.
An apparent chapter member favorite, this event has
grown in attendance each year. Make certain to
make your reservation using the Reversation Form
included in this edition of the Eagles Eye.

cludes the adoption of a “Chained CPI” (C-CPI) formula
for reducing cost of living adjustments (COLA) on military retirement, VA disability, Social Security benefits,
and other federal annuities, as well as increasing taxes on
corporations and wealthy persons.

See you in May! Remember to wear your Chapter name tag!

The DoD budget request totals $526.6 billion and lowers

Carter

spending for weapons systems, caps the 2014 military pay
raise at 1%, proposes a new round of base closures in

What Does MOAA Do? MOAA Fights…
See moaa.org

2015, and seeks dramatically higher TRICARE fees.

MOAA fights every day for the entire military community, and to preserve a strong national defense.
Check out what MOAA’s had to say on the latest
issues affecting active duty and retired service
members, and their families.

health care costs by increasing enrollment fees, co-

Membership Dues

retired families of all ages, including new enrollment fees

The Pentagon is again seeking to reduce TRICARE
pays and deductibles for military retirees, shifting $25
billion in costs to military beneficiaries over 10
years. Specifically the proposal would:

•

Increase annual TRICARE fees by $1,000 or more for

for TRICARE Standard and TRICARE For Life (TFL)

Please contact Chapter Treasurer, Rodney Bolling,

•

to pay your 2013 Dues if you have not already done

Means-test TRICARE Prime and TFL fees, based on

retired pay

so. His contact information is on page 10.

Check out our newest Board Member!
Tom Hennessey (COL, USA Ret). Come join us.
We have a great time.

•

Double most pharmacy copays

•

Require all beneficiaries except active duty members
to get maintenance medication refills through the mail
-order system or in military pharmacies

[Continued On Page 9]
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CINCO de MAYO Reservation and Menu
Thursday, 2 May at 6 pm,
Mexico Lindo Restaurant,
7070 SW Archer Road, Suite 3102

Tower Road Shopping Center
Name (s)
_______________________________________________
Amount enclosed________ (Cost: $15.00 per person – includes gratuity . Cash Bar).
Questions? Carter Nute (352) 335-1293 (return this form with your check, payable to MOAA) We must
have your meal selection and reservation count by Monday, 30 April.
We have the following choices:
Indicate your choice of dinner(s)
______ One taco, two enchiladas, Mexican rice OR refried beans (Chicken). Indicate rice or beans.
______ One beef enchilada, one cheese enchilada, Mexican rice AND refried beans.
______ Two soft OR crunchy tacos, Mexican rice, and refried beans (Beef). Indicate soft or crunchy.
______ One burrito, one taco, Mexican rice AND refried beans (Chicken).
______ One cheese quesadilla stuffed with spinach, tomatoes and onions, Mexican rice OR refried beans
AND guacamole salad. Indicate rice or beans.
______Steak Fajitas (onions green peppers & tomatoes) with Mexican Rice, refried beans, lettuce, fresh
guacamole, sour cream, pico de gallo and flour tortillas
______Chicken Fajitas (onions green peppers & tomatoes) with Mexican Rice, refried beans, lettuce, fresh
guacamole, sour cream, pico de gallo and flour tortillas

All dinners include a choice of beverage (coffee, tea, lemonade, or soda).

Gainesville Chapter, MOAA
P.O. Box 142423
Gainesville, FL 32614-2423
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The Vietnam War - When Did It Begin?
This Edition Of The Eagles Eye Is Dedicated To “Remembering” The Men, Women, And Families
Who Sacrificed So Much For Our Country. See Pages 4 - 8. Future Editions Will Continue To Focus On “Remembering”.
To ask when the Vietnam War started for the United
States is, metaphorically speaking, to open a can of
worms. Before 1950, it was clear that the United
States was not engaged in the war in any serious way.
After 28 July 1965, it became equally clear that the
United States had indeed become engaged in the war.
Between these two dates, various competing narratives exist to bedevil and perplex citizen and historian
attempting to answer what might seem to be either a
simple or a trick question: when did the Vietnam War
start for the United States? Some argue that we
moved into the war incrementally. To these individuals, no single moment exists when one can say definitively that the United States was, at least not until July 1965. Instead, a series of steps moved the United
States closer to war. Others believe that a specific
date and event in this 15-year period can be isolated
and identified as the time when the war actually started for the United States.

though not the most satisfactory, statement to be
made is that the process by which the United States
became embroiled in the war was evolutionary and
incremental. What can also be said, albeit with a little
oversimplification, is that the United States acted in
an advice-and-support role in relation to French forces (1950–1954) and later to the South Vietnamese
(1955–1961). And starting in late 1961, the United
States began a transition—at first slow but later more
rapid—from advice and support to South Vietnamese
operations to a direct combat role. By mid-1965, the
direct combat role dominated and remained the major, but never the only (advice and support to the
South Vietnamese military continued), role of U.S.
forces in the Vietnam War until 1971.
***************************************

If pushed to select a date with some traction, one
might choose December 1961 or July1965. The former represents a strong break with past policy and
**************************************
significantly led to the participation of U.S. military
personnel in South Vietnamese operations primarily
While historians know with certainty that the Duke of
but not exclusively as tactical and intelligence advisWellington bested Napoleon at Waterloo on 18 June
ers, as helicopter pilots to ferry troops to the battle1815, the Germans surrendered on the Western Front
field, and as door gunners on helicopters. The latter
on 11 November 1918, and the Japanese attacked
represents the overwhelming commitment of the
Pearl Harbor on 7 December 1941, they must still
United States to winning the war and is an even
live with ambiguity in offering answers to many comgreater break with the past. It represents the moment
plex historical questions. The question of when the
when the United States completed its transition from
Vietnam War started for the United States falls into
advice and support to direct military intervention.
that category of ambiguity. It is impossible to state
President Johnson and others often characterized the
categorically that one date or another is the precise
U.S. military goal as one of convincing the enemy
date on which the start of the war for the United
that he could not win, but without a doubt this was
States occurred. Put differently and emphatically: no
only a less warlike way of saying the United States
obvious and verifiable start date exists. Probably the
was in the war to win it, whatever winning might turn
truest, though not the most satisfactory, statement to
out to mean.
be made is that the process by which the United
States became embroiled in the war was evolutionary
and incrementally. It is impossible to state categori- (Excerpts from a paper by Dr. John
Cland, Historical Office of the Secretary of Decally that one date or another is the precise date on
fense titled, "When Did the Vietnam War Start
which the start of the war for the United States occurred. Put differently and emphatically: no obvious for the United States.")
and verifiable start date exists. Probably the truest,
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Remembering ….the Eagles Eye Will Be Remembering All Those Who Served.
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The Vietnam War - When Did It
Begin For You?
This Edition Of The Eagles Eye Is Dedicated To
“Remembering” The Men, Women, And families Who Sacrificed So Much For Our Country.
Future Editions Will Continue To Focus On
“Remembering”.

troops to stave off the defeat of the South Vietnamese
Army. At first, Army combat units played a defensive role, protecting Saigon, the South Vietnamese
capital, and other important cities and bases. The
president authorized the Army to send 20,000 support
troops to establish a supply network that had to be
built from the ground up. The newly formed U.S. Army, Vietnam managed the logistical effort.

The U.S. Army in Vietnam, 1954-1973
The Communists’ victory at Dien Bien Phu in May

As the U.S. troop presence increased, Army combat

1954 marked the end of French involvement in Indo- units operated farther afield. In the fall of 1965,
china. The Geneva Accords of July 1954 divided Vi- Westmoreland sent the 1st Cavalry Division—the
etnam into a Communist state in the North and an

Army’s first airmobile unit—to the rugged Central

anti-Communist state in the South.

Highlands, where it defeated North Vietnamese regulars in the month-long Battle of the Ia Drang.

The United States had supported the French army in
Indochina through the Military Assistance Advisory

By the fall of 1966, Westmoreland had enough forc-

Group (MAAG), and U.S. advisers continued to train es, including 240,000 soldiers, to mount sustained
and organize the South Vietnamese Army to repel an offensives. For over a year, Army combat units coninvasion from the North. In 1955, MAAG numbered

ducted search and destroy operations against an elu-

342 officers and men--most of them Army person-

sive enemy. Whenever the Army could bring its su-

nel—rising to around 700 by 1960. In February 1962, perior firepower to bear, the results were often devasthe Joint Chiefs of Staff established the U.S. Military tating. On 10 March 1967, a Viet Cong regiment
Assistance Command, Vietnam (MACV), appointing mounted a night assault on Firebase Prek Klok, deGeneral Paul D. Harkins as the first commander.

fended by a battalion of the 1st Infantry Division, re-

General William C. Westmoreland succeeded

sulting in 200 enemy dead at a cost of 3 U.S. fatali-

Harkins in June 1964. As MACV’s responsibilities

ties.

expanded, U.S. military strength in South Vietnam
increased to 23,000 by the end of 1964. Of these,

On 31 January 1968, the Communists launched a ma-

about 15,000 were Army personnel. In 1965, Presi-

jor assault known as the Tet Offensive. U.S. Army

dent Lyndon B. Johnson began sending U.S. ground
[Continued on page 8]
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The US Army in Vietnam, 1954 1973 (Continued From Page 7)
units helped to repel Viet Cong attacks at Saigon
and other South Vietnamese cities. The fiercest
battle occurred around Hue, where soldiers of the
1st Cavalry Division and the 101st Airborne Division helped U.S. marines and South Vietnamese
forces defeat North Vietnamese regulars. Although a tactical victory, Tet signaled a change in
U.S. policy in Vietnam; henceforth, peace negotiations would play a pivotal role in ending the war.

In 1969, President Richard M. Nixon introduced a
program called Vietnamization, in which the
South Vietnamese Army assumed an ever-larger
combat role, as MACV began a phased withdrawal of over half a million U.S. soldiers and marines.
Westmoreland’s successor, General Creighton W.
Abrams, continued search and destroy operations,
gradually reducing their frequency as the drawdown progressed. Notwithstanding their diminishing numbers, Army units and advisers supported
South Vietnamese forces in the Cambodian Campaign (1970), Operation LAM SON 719 (1971) in
Laos, and in the repulse of the enemy’s Easter Offensive (1972). The Army’s role in the Vietnam
War officially ended on 29 March 1973, with a
ceremony marking the deactivation of MACV.

Source: Center for Military History

8

Pentagon Seeks To Shift $25 Billion In Health Care Costs To Military Tricare Beneficiaries. Time to “Take Action”!! (Continued From Page 2)

Editor’s Note:

GO to MOAA.Org. Then locate “Take Action” at the top left side of
the homepage. Click on “Take Action”. You will see a drop down menu with a variety of
choices including “Contact Congress”. Click on “Contact Congress” and you will find
the issues that MOAA is urging us to voice our concerns. Follow the simple instructions
to send emails on the issues. If you have any problems, call Jim Gleason.
The proposed 1% military pay raise is little more than half the 1.8% raise experienced by the average American (the
standard for annual military raises under current law).
The chained-CPI COLA would depress annual retired pay, Social Security, and other COLAs by about 0.3 percent
per year – which can compound to impose significant cuts over time.
MOAA will “Storm the Hill” to visit the offices of nearly every U.S. senator and representative next week, and all of
these issues will be addressed in the package MOAA Stormers will leave with their legislators. Source: MOAA.Org

Tricare Fee Increases May Be Less Objectionable To Congress
The Defense Department’s plans to slow military pay growth and increase Tricare fees may have become less objectionable to Congress in a time of tight budgets.
At a Wednesday (17 April) hearing, leaders of the Senate Armed Services Committee’s personnel panel said they were
not pleased with the notion of saving money by reducing benefits — but also did not say they would oppose the plans.
Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand, D-N.Y., the personnel panel chairwoman, said it was “regrettable” that the proposed 1 percent
basic pay raise for Jan. 1, 2014, would be less than the average private-sector increase and added that she is “skeptical”
about Tricare fee hikes aimed mostly at working-age retirees. Gillibrand, who took over the subcommittee in January,
acknowledged the Pentagon was forced by budgetary constraints to make “difficult choices” on the budget.
Sen. Lindsey Graham of South Carolina, the personnel panel’s ranking Republican — who in the past has thrown up
roadblocks to Pentagon plans to raise Tricare enrollment fees and deductibles — said he is willing to consider increases. Graham said his primary concern is making sure the health care benefit is sustainable over the long term, and he
would accept a “gradual premium increase.” The goal, he said, is to have an “affordable” benefit with “rational and logical” financing.
Excerpts From Army Times Article, “Congress more willing to cut military pay raises, benefits”, 18 April.
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2013 Officers and Directors
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Chapter Social Functions and Meetings
President
Carter Nute (CAPT, USN Ret)

ccnute@earthlink.net
(352) 335-1293

Wednesday, 13 February 2013— Sweetheart Dinner
(Valentine’s Event), at Gainesville Country Club. Social
Hour: 6:00pm—Dinner: 6:30pm

Vice President
John Menoski (Capt, USAF)

menoski@msn.com

Sunday, 7 April — Brunch at Gainesville Country Club.
12:30 pm

(386)462-7033
Treasurer
Rodney Bolling (LCDR, USN Ret)

bollinra@gm.sbac.edu

Thursday, 2 May — Cinco de Mayo Dinner at Mexico
Lindo Restaurant. Social Hour: 6:00pm—Dinner: 6:30pm

(904) 537-5287

June/July/August — no events.

Parker Lawrence (CAPT, USN

lawrencelaw@bellsouth.net

Ret)

(352) 373-4160

Monday,16 September—Joint Luncheon-Rotary Club at
Napolatano’s 11:30 AM

Secretary

Thursday,10 October—Oktoberfest Luncheon at Gainesville Country Club 11:30 am

Directors
Paul Albritton (BGen, USAF Ret)

jalbri7160@aol.com
(352)462-7160

Candy Gleason (Immediate Past

gleason6@cox.net

President)

(352) 333-8974

Tom Hennessey (COL, USA Ret)

thenness2@juno.com

Monday, 11 November— Veteran’s Day Picnic, at Ginnie
Springs at 2:30pm
Thursday, 12 December - Holiday Dinner, at Gainesville
Country Club. Social Hour: 6:30pm— Dinner: 7pm

Military Officer’s Wives (MOW) 2013
Social Hour 11:30am—Lunch 12pm

(703) 840-3229
Bill Moore (CDR, USN Ret)

wtmoore2@aol.com
(352)372-6628

Mickey Smith (CAPT, USN Ret)

•

Tuesday, 22 January 2013—Military Officers
Wives (MOW) Luncheon-Gainesville Country
Club, “What’s your body type?”

•

Tuesday, 26 March 2013—Military Officers Wives
(MOW) Luncheon—Gainesville Country Club,
BELK FASHION SHOW

•

Tuesday, 28 May 2013—Military Officers Wives
(MOW) Luncheon—Gainesville Country Club,
BIRTHDAY BASH CELEBRATION

•

Tuesday, 22 October 2013—Military Officers
Wives (MOW) Luncheon—Gainesville Country
Club,

mickey@acceleration.net
(352)-376-6611

Walt Visniski (CDR, USN Ret)

wvisniski@cox.net
(352) 331-8553

Committees
-Legislative -Walt Visniski (CDR, wvisniski@cox.net
USN Ret)

(352) 331-8553

-Membership - Roger Pierce

roger@piercepages.com

(Maj, USAF Ret)

(352) 378-7063

-Newsletter/TOPS Liaison Jim Gleason (COL, USA Ret)

gleason6@cox.net
(352) 333-8974
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Vietnam Service Medal
Criteria: Awarded to any
service member who served
more than thirty consecutive
days, or 60 non-consecutive
days, in the Republic of Vietnam between the dates of
1961-11-15 and 1973-03-28,
and from 29 to 30 April
1975 .
For those service members
who supported Vietnam operations from another country
(such as Thailand), the Vietnam Service Medal may be
authorized if such activity was
in direct support of Vietnam
combat operations and if such
combat support exceeded 3060 days.
For the United States Navy, vessels operating in Vietnamese
waters qualify for the Vietnam Service Medal provided that
the naval vessel was engaged in direct support of Vietnam
combat operations. The U.S. Air Force also grants the Vietnam Service Medal for 30-60 days of flight missions in Vietnamese air space, even if the home base of the flight mission was not within the Republic of Vietnam.

Chapter Board Meeting
Date: 14 May 2013
Time: 7:00PM
Location: Queen of Peace Church,10900 SW 24th
Avenue [Enter the Church, and follow meeting signs
to the right]
All Members, Perspective Members, Auxiliary
Members, and Spouses are welcome.

Use Our Sponsors and Thank Them!!!
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We Thank Our Sponsors.

Forest Meadows
Funeral Homes

Veterans
Funeral Care

Jim Lynch
Veteran’s Representative
352-538-3119
Gainesville Chapter, MOAA
P.O. Box 142423
Gainesville, FL 32614– 2423

12

