The Eagle’s Eye
August 27, 2012
Newsletter of the Gainesville, Florida Chapter of the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA)

Headlines:
•

•

•

•

A New Eagles Eye Series Honoring “Great Americans” in our local community: Bob Gasche (Right)
World War II and Korean War Combat Veteran. Pages
4- 5.
Remembering The 60th Anniversary Of The Korean
War. Members of the Korean War Veterans Association (KWVA), General James A. Van Fleet, Chapter 267, March In The
Micanopy 4th Of July Parade. Pages 6-8.
Gainesville MOAA’s Luncheon with the Greater Gainesville Rotary Club on
17 September. Page 2.
MOAA Needs Support On Legislative Issues. Pages 1 and 9.

MOAA Website (moaa.org): Congress Won’t Act, So You Have To
Continuing Senate inaction on the FY2013 Defense Authorization Act means your TRICARE
pharmacy benefits are still at big risk.
Lots of legislators are talking about the terrible impacts that sequestration (and the associated
$500 billion defense budget cut looming for January 2013) will have on the military community –
including cuts to military health care. But there’s a big difference between talking about it and doing what it takes to stop it.
The end of the fiscal year is five weeks away, and Congress has only a few scheduled work
days in September to stop a government shutdown.
And nobody’s talking about the 27% cut in Medicare and TRICARE payments that will take effect
in January unless Congress passes a law change to stop it.
[Continued on page 9]
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the Gainesville Country Club, with a date to be
announced. Our popular Veteran’s Day picnic at
Welcome back from summer vacation as we beGinnie Springs is scheduled on Sunday, 11 Nogin our fall and winter chapter activities. The fall
vember. We close the year on Thursday, 13 Desocial calendar kicks off with a Greater Gainescember with our annual Holiday Dinner/Dance
ville Rotary Club partnership luncheon at Napolaand new officer installation ceremony at the
tano’s Restaurant on Monday, 17 September.
Gainesville Country Club. Plan to join us for
This will be the third in a series of joint luncheons
these hallmark chapter events.
we have enjoyed with the Greater Gainesville
Rotary Club with guest speakers Major General Carter
James Dozier and Sheriff Sadie Darnell. The RoNew Law on Military Funerals (moaa.org)
tary Club is taking lead on inviting the guest
speaker for this event. See details in the anTwo weeks ago, Congress passed and the
nouncement/flyer and registration form included President signed new legislation to improve
protections afforded for military funerals.
in this edition of the Eagles Eye.

President’s Message

The new law makes it illegal to cause a disruption in the vicinity of a military funeral from two
hours before the ceremony until two hours after
its conclusion.

Congratulations to Julie Wing and Kylee
Skidmore, Gainesville area students, who are
recipients of an interest-free loan and scholarships for the 2012-2013 academic year from the
MOAA Scholarship Fund. Students (under age
24), who are children of former, active or retired
officers or active or retired enlisted personnel
from the seven uniformed services are eligible to
apply. Go to the MOAA Website at
www.moaa.org for additional information on how
you may support this scholarship program for
worthy military member dependent children.
100% of your donation goes to students-0% pays
for overhead. Your charitable donation is taxdeductible - to the full extent of the law.

It also increases the buffer distance between
any protesters and a military funeral from 300
to 500 feet.
Congress agreed on these increases in protection after more sweeping funeral protection legislation was struck down by the Supreme Court
as a violation of the first amendment.
MOAA applauds enactment of these steps to
better protect military funerals from reprehensible disruption by outside activists.
The Consumer Price Index - Cost of Living
Allowance (COLA)
The Consumer Price Index (CPI) dipped another 0.2% in July. As of now, inflation is only
up 1.0% for the year. The 2013 COLA will be
based on the CPI average from July through
September.

The Gainesville Fisher House Foundation is
pleased to announce they have been approved
by the Eligibility Committee and included in the
2012 Northeast Florida-Southeast Georgia Regional Combined Federal Campaign (CFC). This
means they are eligible to receive monetary donations from federal employees this year.

With two months to go in the 2013 COLA count,
will the CPI continue its recent slide, or bounce
up like it did last year? Check those trends on
MOAA's COLA Watch webpage.

Plans are in work for an Oktoberfest Luncheon at
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Gainesville MOAA’s September Chapter Luncheon***
Date: Monday, 17 September 17 2012
Time: 11:30am— 1:00pm
Location: Napolatano’s Restaurant (606 NW 75th Street, Gainesville, FL)

Greater Gainesville Rotary Club Special Guest Speaker: to be announced
Event schedule:
11:30AM-1200PM Social — Cash Bar
12:00PM-12:30PM — Hot Buffet Luncheon ($15 inclusive per/person)
12:30PM—1:00PM— Special Guest Speaker
______________________________________________________________________________

Buffet Menu: Lasagna, Chicken Parmigiana, Tossed Salad & Bread, Iced Tea
We need your reservation request not later than Thursday, September 13, 2012.
Name: ________________________________________________________
(Print name for name tag)

Guest Name: ____________________ _______________________________
(Print name for name tag)

RSVP with check — $15/person to:
Gainesville Chapter MOAA
PO Box 142423
Gainesville FL 32614-2423
Contact Carter Nute at (352) 335-1293 if you have any questions.

Navy Beats Army as one of the nation’s the 20 most sober schools.
elite “stone-cold sober schools.”
National rankings of stone-cold sober
The U.S. Military Academy at West Point is No. 6 schools:
on Princeton Review’s 2013 list of sober schools.
#3. U.S. Naval Academy, Annapolis, MD.
Midshipmen bested that by coming in at No. 3,
#4. U.S. Coast Guard Academy, New London,
the driest of the military academies!
CT.
#6. U.S. Military Academy, West Point, NY.
The Army and Navy rankings were reversed on
#16. U.S. Air Force Academy, Colorado Springs,
last year’s list, with West Point at No. 5 and the
CO.
Naval Academy at Annapolis, Md., at No. 6.
This year, the Coast Guard Academy was No. 4. Go Navy! But... don’t celebrate this victory just
The Air Force Academy slides in at No. 16 out of yet. See page 9.
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The First In An Eagles Eye Series honoring local “Great Americans.”
Sometimes you hear someone’s story, and get to know the person. You intuitively feel like you’re
in the presence of a great American. He’s the kind of person who makes his neighborhood, his
community, and our country very blessed and special. Bob Gasche, co-founder of the Iwo Trio
organization, is such a person.
Bob is a Marine Corps combat veteran of World War II and Korea. In many respects, his life was
defined by the Battle of Iwo Jima, a ferocious, lethal battle for a small island in the Pacific. The
Iwo Trio organization was founded by Bob and two other local veterans of the Battle of Iwo Jima
— Marine’s Cliff Cormier, and Clair Chaffin. Other veterans and interested people have joined the
group that meets monthly at Jason’s Deli. Several years ago, the group established the Young
Marines Leadership fund in memory of the late Clair Chaffin.
Bob enlisted in the Marine Corps in Savannah in March 1943. He was scheduled for boot camp at
Paris Island, but was sent to San Diego when Paris Island was quarantined. He thus was dubbed
a “Hollywood Marine” by his friends. He initially tried being an artilleryman, but then transferred to
the infantry. He was assigned to H Company, 26th Regiment, 5th Marine Division. Bob’s unit hit
the beach on the small (seven and one half mile long) island of Iwo Jima on 19 February 1945.
The battle was to last until 26 March 1945. Bob’s participation ended on 3 March (about eleven
days into the battle) when he was hit in the stomach by mortar fire while searching a cave. He
Continued on page 5.
was evacuated by hospital ship to Guam, and then to Pensacola, Florida.

Pictured above, Bob Gasche at the Iwo Trio’s August luncheon. The Iwo Trio group hosts monthly luncheons with guest speakers
on the first Tuesday of every month at 11:30 at Jason’s Deli.
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The Battle of Iwo Jima

[continued from page 4] Honoring Local

“Great Americans”
On 19 February 1945, about 70,000 Marines invaded the small Pacific Island of
Iwo Jima which was under control of the
Japanese Army. The island was a strategic
objective due to its airfield which was used
for kamikaze attacks.

We asked Bob when he was awarded the Purple Heart for his combat wounds. Anticipating a
reply that the award was made on the hospital
ship or in the hospital during recovery, we were
told that the Purple Heart was sent in the mail to
Bob in 1997, fifty two years after his combat
ending wound on Iwo Jima. Bob was discharged from the Marine Corps in February
1946.

By capturing the island, the Allied Forces
would not only prevent attacks from the island but it would also give them a base
where the Japanese mainland could be
reached by B-29 Superfortresses.

After the Korean War began, Bob re-entered
the Marines as a “Retread Volunteer”, and spent
a year (1951-1952) in combat with the 1st Marine Division.

One of the first objectives in the attack was
capturing Mount Suribachi, the highest
point on the island. On February 23, the
mountain was almost secured. At around
10:30am, a small American flag was raised
atop the mountain. Later that day, a much
larger flag was raised by five Marines and
a Navy corpsman. The raising was witnessed by news photographer Joe Rosenthal whose Pulitzer prize winning picture of
the flag raising would become a symbol of
the war in the Pacific. It was soon used by
the American government to sell war bonds
and to promote the war effort.

From 1958 to 1988, Bob was a teacher in Miami, and then at the University of Florida.
He has served our community as a veteran volunteer in many ways. We will mention only his
work with the Alachua County Veteran Advisory
Board, the Young Marines, the County Veteran
Memorial Committee, and the Iwo Trio. The list
could go on and on.
Perhaps the most telling activity that Bob is involved in is his flag retirement project. He initiated a program with Publix and the Gainesville
Health and Fitness Center to place collection
boxes for worn and tattered flags in prominent
locations in their facilities. He collects the flags
and delivers them to the VFW for proper retirement and disposal. Bob has collected more than
two thousand worn and tattered flags over the
past few years.

The battle of Iwo Jima was one of the
bloodiest in the war, with more than 6,800
American and 23,000 Japanese casualties.
Of the six soldiers shown on Rosenthal's
picture, only three survived the war. The
other three were killed during further battle
at Iwo Jima.

He humbly states that “it was a great privilege to
serve the nation then (World War II and Korea),
and now (in veteran activities).”

Quote on Memorial:
“Uncommon Valor
was a Common
Virtue”

Bob is a man who has never sought glory. He’s
given himself in selfless service to his country
and community. By any standards, he’s a “Great
American”.
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tension intensified. Cross-border skirmishes and
raids at the 38th Parallel persisted. The situation
escalated into open warfare when North Korean
forces invaded South Korea on 25 June 1950.It
was the first significant armed conflict of the Cold
War.[ In 1950 the Soviet Union boycotted the
United Nations security council, in protest at representation of China by the Kuomintang / Republic of China government, which had taken refuge
in Taiwan following defeat in the Chinese Civil
War. In the absence of a dissenting voice from
the Soviet Union, who could have vetoed it, the
United States and other countries passed a security council resolution authorizing military intervention in Korea.

Remembering: The 60th Anniversary
of the Korean War
We salute our Korean War Veterans. The Korean
War began on June 25th, 1950, and ended with an
Armistice on July 27th, 1953.

The United States provided 88% of the 341,000
international soldiers which aided South Korean
forces in repelling the invasion, with twenty other
countries of the United Nations offering assistance. Suffering severe casualties, within two
months the defenders were pushed back to a
small area in the south of the Korean Peninsula,
known as the Pusan perimeter. A rapid U.N.
counter-offensive then drove the North Koreans
past the 38th Parallel and almost to the Yalu
River, when the People's Republic of China
The Korean War (25 June 1950 – 27 July 1953) (PRC) entered the war on the side of North Kowas a war between the Republic of Korea and
rea. Chinese intervention forced the Southernthe Democratic People's Republic of Korea. It
allied forces to retreat behind the 38th Parallel.
was primarily the result of the political division of While not directly committing forces to the conKorea by an agreement of the victorious Allies at flict, the Soviet Union provided material aid to
the conclusion of the Pacific War at the end of
both the North Korean and Chinese armies. The
World War II. The Korean Peninsula was ruled
active stage of the war ended on 27 July 1953,
by the Empire of Japan from 1910 until the end
when the armistice agreement was signed. The
of World War II. Following the surrender of the
agreement restored the border between the KoEmpire of Japan in September 1945, American
reas near the 38th Parallel and created the Koadministrators divided the peninsula along the
rean Demilitarized Zone (DMZ), a 2.5-mile
38th parallel, with U.S. military forces occupying (4.0 km)-wide fortified buffer zone between the
the southern half and Soviet military forces occu- two Korean nations. Minor outbreaks of fighting
pying the northern half.
continue to the present day.
The failure to hold free elections throughout the
Korean Peninsula in 1948 deepened the division
between the two sides; the North established a
communist government, while the South established a capitalist one. The 38th parallel increasingly became a political border between the two
Korean states. Although reunification negotiations continued in the months preceding the war,

With both North Korea and South Korea sponsored by external powers, the Korean War was a
proxy war. From a military science perspective, it
combined strategies and tactics of World War I
and World War II: it began with a mobile campaign of swift infantry attacks followed by air
bombing raids, but became a static trench war by
July 1951. [http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Korean_War]
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Remembering The 60th Anniversary Of The Korean War.
Members of the Korean War Veterans Association (KWVA), General James A. Van Fleet, Chapter 267, Marching In The Micanopy 4 July 2012 Parade. They also march in the University of Florida Homecoming Parade.
Below is a picture from the 2011 Homecoming Parade.

Micanopy Parade participants:

Below: Don Sherry, KWVA and Chairman, Alachua County Veterans
Advisory Board with BGen Paul Albritton at the Micanopy Parade.
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BGen Paul and Mrs Albritton
Colonel and Mrs Jake Feaster
Joe Feaster and son (Thomas)
Major Mariam Stroup
Don and Pat Sherry
Dick Davis
Ed and Vickie VanBuren
Terry and Debra Martin-Back
Charles and Karen Woodward
Terry Fitzpatrick
Bill Barton and grandson (Hunter)
Frank Murphy
Ron Carbaugh and grandson
(Nathan)
Luz Tipton
Scott Campbell and Joy Dias
Kirby Stewart
Von Fraser
Eddie Thomas
Elery Cope
Andy Kolsar
Ernest Roughton
Troy Blakley
George Carlson

Remembering The 60th Anniversary Of
The Korean War.
Members of the Korean War Veterans Association (KWVA),
General James A. Van Fleet, Chapter 267, March In The
Micanopy 4 July 2012 Parade. This is one of many community and civic activities that these patriots participate in
annually. They are a selfless group of veterans and
friends.

Above: Terry Fitzpatrick and BGen Paul
Albritton.
Left: Don Sherry and Frank Murphy lead
the KWVA parade contingent.
Below: Colonel Jake Feaster, far left;
Von Fraser, center; and Bill Barton
far right and other participants.
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[Continued from page 1] Congress

MOAA Website (moaa.org): Is Medicare
Threatening Your Identity?

Won’t

Act, So You Have To.
Somebody has to cut through the political rhetoric and get busy if these problems are going to
get solved in time to prevent serious problems for
every member of the military community.

Under congressional pressure, Medicare has
agreed to look into the cost associated with removing Social Security numbers (SSNs) from
Medicare ID cards. This could signal the first step
in a long process to remove this sensitive inforPlease use these three MOAA alerts to urge your mation from the cards.
legislators (again) to:
•

Support Key Senate Amendments to the Defense Authorization Bill

•

Stop the Sequester’s Ticking Time Bomb for
Defense

•

Stop the 27% Cut in Medicare and TRICARE
Payments

Medicare has long claimed that removing SSNs
from ID cards would be too difficult and expensive due to the sheer size of the program, and
the integral role the numbers play within the
Medicare system.
MOAA understands the challenges, but we’ve
seen similar resistance in the past from DoD and
various states regarding the removal of SSNs
from drivers’ licenses and military ID cards.

As legislators seek your vote in the upcoming
election, the best hope of stimulating them to ac- But they found ways to make it happen in the intion is a barrage of grass-roots constituent interest of preventing identity theft.
puts.
MOAA will continue pressing Medicare to improve the security of its beneficiaries by removing this sensitive information.

How to quickly send the Adminstration and
Congress emails on these important issues:
-Go to moaa.org

Forbes magazine’s America’s Top Colleges
- Ranking Schools By Results.

-On the moaa.org homepage, find “Congress
Won’t Act, So You Have To” and click on it.

The following service academies were ranked
in the Top 100 Colleges:

-Find the article and click separately on each
of the three issues to send an email addressing each issue.
What Does MOAA Do? MOAA Fights… See
moaa.org

•

#7 US Military Academy

•

#35 US Air Force Academy

•

#43 US Naval Academy

Forbes also ranked the Best Liberal Arts
Colleges. Two service academies were in the
Top Twenty. The US Military Academy was
#2, and the US Air Force Academy was #18.

MOAA fights every day for the entire military
community, and to preserve a strong national
defense. Check out what we've had to say on
the latest issues affecting active duty and retired
service members, and their families.

Go Army!
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2012 Officers and Directors

Chapter Social Functions and Meetings

President
Carter Nute (Capt, USN Ret)

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR 2012

ccnute@earthlink.net

•

Thursday, 16 February 2012— Sweetheart Dinner
(Valentine’s Event), at Gainesville Country Club.
Social Hour: 6:00pm—Dinner: 6:30pm

•

Thursday, 3 May — Cinco de Mayo Dinner at
Mexico Lindo Restaurant. Social Hour: 6:00pm—
Dinner: 6:30pm

•

Sunday, 3 June — Brunch at Gainesville Country
Club. 12:30 pm

•

July/August — no events.

•

Monday, 17 September—Joint LuncheonRotary Club at Napolatano’s 11:30 AM

•

October—TBA

•

Sunday, 11 November— Veteran’s Day Picnic,
at Ginnie Springs at 2:30pm

•

Thursday, 13 December - Holiday Dinner, at
Gainesville Country Club. Social Hour:
6:30pm— Dinner: 7pm

(352) 335-1293
Treasurer
Rodney Bolling (LCdr, USN Ret) bollinra@gm.sbac.edu
((904) 537-5287
Secretary
Parker Lawrence (Capt, USN

lawrencelaw@bellsouth.net

Ret)

(352) 373-4160

Directors
Paul Albritton (BGen, USAF Ret) jalbri7160@aol.com
(352)462-7160
Candy Gleason (Immediate Past gleason6@cox.net
President)

(352) 333-8974

John Menoski (Capt, USAF)

menoski@msn.com
(386)462-7033

Mickey Smith (Capt, USN Ret)

mickey@acceleration.net
(352)-376-6611

Walt Visniski (Cdr, USN Ret)

wvisniski@cox.net

Military Officer’s Wives (MOW) 2011

(352) 331-8553

(Social Hour 11:30am— Lunch 12pm)

Committees
-Legislative -Walt Visniski (Cdr, wvisniski@cox.net
USN Ret)

(352) 331-8553

-Membership - Roger Pierce

roger@piercepages.com

(Maj, USAF Ret)

(352) 378-7063

-Newsletter/TOPS Liaison Jim Gleason (Col, USA Ret)

•

Tuesday, 24 January—- Military Officers Wives
(MOW) Luncheon-Gainesville Country Club

•

Tuesday, 27 March — Military Officers Wives
(MOW) Luncheon—Gainesville Country Club,
BELK FASHION SHOW

•

Tuesday, 22 May — Military Officers Wives
(MOW) Luncheon—Gainesville Country Club

•

Tuesday, 23 October — Military Officers
Wives (MOW) Luncheon—Gainesville Country Club

gleason6@cox.net
(352) 333-8974
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Chapter Board Meeting
Date: 11 September 2012
Time: 7:30PM
Location: Queen of Peace Church,10900
SW 24th Avenue [Enter the Church, and follow meeting signs to the right]
All Members, Auxiliary Members, and
Spouses are welcome.
Worn or Tattered Flag Disposal or Retirement.
Well known WWII Veteran Bob Gasche has put a
drop box in every Publix store and the Gainesville
Health and Fitness Club in Gainesville for people
to turn in US flags that are no longer serviceable,
and, as a matter of respect, need to be properly
disposed of — Bob ensures that the drop boxes
are emptied, and the flags are properly burned.
Flags also can be taken to the VFW on Waldo
Road, or the American Legion Post 16 hall at
4701 NW 6th Street in Gainesville.

Chapter Auxiliary Members
We welcome and encourage auxiliary members to come to chapter social events. If you
need a ride or other assistance in order to
come, please call Carter Nute at (352) 3351293
Surviving spouses of deceased officers or
warrant officers who would, if living, be eligible for membership in MOAA and the Gainesville Chapter are or can be auxiliary members.

Use Our Sponsors and Thank Them!!!
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We Thank Our Sponsors.

Forest Meadows
Funeral Homes

Veterans
Funeral Care

Jim Lynch
Veteran’s Representative
352-538-3119
Gainesville Chapter, MOAA
P.O. Box 142423
Gainesville, FL 32614– 2423
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