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High School and College/University graduation exercises are rapidly approaching. We take this
milestone opportunity to recognize and present awards to outstanding students enrolled in the High
School JROTC and University of Florida ROTC programs. On 10 March we had the privilege to
recognize Bell High School Army JROTC Cadet Second Lieutenant Brandon Cowart with presentation of The MOAA JROTC Medal and Award Certificate for his demonstrated military leadership. Similar awards will be presented in April and May to outstanding members of the Bradford
Vo Tech, Buchholz High School, Eastside High School, Gainesville High School JROTC programs and the University of Florida Army, Air Force and Navy/Marine Corps ROTC cadets/
midshipmen. Additionally, gift sets of officer’s Gold Bars will be presented from the Gainesville
MOAA Chapter at each military service UF ROTC commissioning ceremony. Pinning on the first
set of Gold Bars by family members is a highlight for the newly commissioned officer. I am confident you join me in hearty congratulations to these young men and women who carry on the honored tradition of service to our country.
Thanks to all who participated in our annual 16 February Sweethearts Valentine Dinner at the
Gainesville Country Club. It was a delightful evening of fellowship reminiscent of our respective
active duty service social gatherings. Romantic background music was provided by our pianist,
Mr. Eric Redmond.
Please take note of our Cinco de Mayo chapter social event on Thursday evening, May 3rd at Mexico Lindo Restaurant. Details of this popular chapter gathering are outlined in the Flyer/
Reservation form included in this edition of the Eagles Eye. Mail your reservation now and plan to
join us for a fun filled evening with your fellow chapter members. See you in May!
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•

West Palm Beach Marriott Hotel

•

Friday May 18 - Sunday May 20, 2012

Contact Marc Oliveri, Convention Chair, at
(561)-753-7565 or ltcoliveri@aol.com (See
the Communique a for registration form.

- Turn in unserviceable
flags. P11
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One-third of all Marines killed during WWII, died on
Iwo Jima.

A Tribute - Remembering Iwo Jima
By Steve McDonald (USNA Graduate)

All but about 200 Japanese defenders died on Iwo.
Marine LtGen Harry Schmidt and LtGen H. M. Smith
led Task Force 56. It made up V Corps, composed of
the 3rd MarDiv (MGen Erskine), 4th MarDiv (MGen
Clifton Cates) and 5th MarDiv (MGen Rockey). The
5th Division had been formed expressly for the battle
of Iwo Jima. It was disbanded following the battle.

On March 26th,1945, Iwo Jima was declared
"secured". The Marines handed the island over to the
Army so the Army Air Corps could use the air fields.
Then many of the Marines sailed off to another party
on Okinawa.

February 19th was the start of the invasion of Iwo.
Among the participants were names of distinction:
For the Marines and sailors who assaulted Iwo, every
one of the 36 continuous days of that battle seemed
· Son of the sitting Commandant LtCol AA Vandergriff
nearly that long.
Jr (3/24)
· Future Commandant 1stLt Robert E Cushman, Jr
About 77,000 US Marines from the 3rd, 4th, and 5th
(2/9)
Marine Divisions converged on tiny Iwo Jima in late
February. LtGen Tadamichi Kuribayashi had fortified · Future Commandant Clifton Cates (CG 4thMarDiv)
Iwo for a full year before the invasion, and had an es- · Secretary of the Navy James Forrestal
· LtGen "Howlin' Mad" Smith
timated 22,000 troops dug in under the island. US
· And, the first enlisted Marine Medal of Honor recipiforces began bombing Iwo in June 1944, 8 full
ent of WWII, "Manila John" Basilone. Basilone had
months before the invasion. Naval bombardments
received his MOH from Chesty Puller, for action on
then shelled the island mercilessly around the clock
Guadalcanal. He was KIA on Iwo.
for four consecutive days prior to the invasion.
Iwo set a number of "firsts":

The invasion planners felt confident the battle would
take 7-10 days. It took 36.

It was the longest concentrated bombardment of any
target in the history of mankind up to that date.

LtGen Kuribayashi's body has never been found. The
final two Japanese defenders surrendered 4 years
after the battle.

It was the largest total tonnage of bombs and artillery
ever delivered on a single target to that date.

In January of 1949, two Japanese soldiers surrendered themselves to the occupying US Army garrison
It was the largest armada of ships ever assembled for on Iwo. They had hidden in the 11 miles of tunnels
and bunkers under Iwo, successfully raiding the Army
an invasion up to that date (about 700 ships).
supplies for food and water at night. They had found
a Stars and Stripes newspaper which showed picIt was the largest number of invaders to ever invade
any island up to that date (each of those new records tures of GIs celebrating New Year's Eve in downtown
was broken by the invasion of Okinawa in April 1945). Tokyo, 1948-49, and knew Japan had lost the war.
They reported in full uniforms, well fed, and surrenIt was the first (and last) time Seabees accompanied dered clean, fully-functional weapons.
Marines in the first waves of a beach invasion (they
Iwo Jima stands as an icon for every Marine who has
swore they'd never do THAT again!).
earned the Eagle, Globe and Anchor since 1945. The
men who fought there are true heroes to our nation
and our Corps. We can never thank them enough for
what they went through for us on that small patch of
hell. I've stopped often today and thought about them.
THANK YOU, Marines. Because of what you did, I
And it was the only time in Marine Corps history when grew up a safe healthy kid in comfort and freedom.
the number of invading casualties exceeded the number of defending casualties. More than 19,000 Marines were wounded on Iwo, and 6,821 died there. As Semper Fidelis
such, it remains the costliest battle in Marine Corps
history.
It was the first and last time any Marine unit landed
on D-Day and served an entire campaign without being relieved by another unit.
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CINCO de MAYO Reservation and Menu
Thursday, 3 May at 6 pm, Mexico Lindo Restaurant,
Tower Road Shopping Center
(352) 377-7866
Name (s)

_______________________________________________
Amount enclosed________ (Cost: $15.00 per person – includes gratuity . Cash Bar).
Questions? Carter Nute (352) 335-1293 (return this form with your check, payable to MOAA) We must
have your meal selection and reservation count by Monday, 30 April.
We have the following choices:
Indicate your choice of dinner(s)
______ One taco, two enchiladas, Mexican rice OR refried beans (Chicken). Indicate rice or beans.
______ One beef enchilada, one cheese enchilada, Mexican rice AND refried beans.
______ Two soft OR crunchy tacos, Mexican rice, and refried beans (Beef). Indicate soft or crunchy.
______ One burrito, one taco, Mexican rice AND refried beans (Chicken).
______ One cheese quesadilla stuffed with spinach, tomatoes and onions, Mexican rice OR refried beans
AND guacamole salad. Indicate rice or beans.
______Steak Fajitas (onions green peppers & tomatoes) with Mexican Rice, refried
beans, lettuce, fresh guacamole, sour cream, pico de gallo and flour tortillas
______Chicken Fajitas (onions green peppers & tomatoes) with Mexican Rice, refried beans, lettuce, fresh guacamole, sour cream, pico de gallo and flour tortillas

All dinners include a choice of beverage (coffee, tea, lemonade, or soda).

Gainesville Chapter, MOAA
P.O. Box 142423
Gainesville, FL 32614-2423
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Freedom Eagle Dedicated At
Santa Fe College on 14 March

Above, Ray Davis, Sons of the
American Revolution, presents a special tribute to the
flag.
Above Right, the Freedom Eagle Memorial at Santa Fe College.
Right, Doug Corsini, Artist
and Sculptor of the Freedom
Eagle.
Santa Fe College now has
three memorials. The Collegiate Veterans Society has
been the driving force behind
them.
The College, under President
Jackson Sasser, and Veterans
Affairs Advocate John
Gebhardt, is one of the most
patriotic colleges in the country.
Congratulations Santa Fe!
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centage growth in military retired pay,” Strobridge said.

Legislative Corner

Subcommittee members gave every appearance of sharing
MOAA’s view.

MOAA, DoD Witnesses Clash on TRICARE
Fees (Reprinted from MOAA website)

Subcommittee Chairman Joe Wilson (R-SC) called the
Pentagon fee plan “wrong-headed”, and noted the unfairness of having an E-7 with 28 years of service pay more
for healthcare than an E-7 with 20 years of service.

Wednesday’s House Armed Services Military Personnel
Subcommittee hearing on defense health programs featured starkly contrasting inputs from DoD and MOAA witnesses.

“Last year, GAO put out a report indicating there’s $200
MOAA Government Relations Director Col. Steve Strobridge billion to $300 billion spent on redundant and duplicative
government programs,” observed Rep. Allen West (R(USAF-Ret) was the only association witness called to tesFL). “Why don’t we look at that before we start penalizing
tify, and he sat on the same panel with Assistant Secretary
people who have given a lifetime of service to this counof Defense (Health Affairs) Dr. Jonathon Woodson and the
try?” Speaking to Dr. Woodson, West said, “You’ve got to
Army, Navy and Air Force Surgeons General.
tell [Defense] Secretary Panetta, this is FUBAR.”
After the Defense witnesses outlined plans for military
health programs, including the proposed dramatic increases in TRICARE fees, Strobridge strongly challenged
the fee hikes.

[ see p7 for continued Legislative
Corner]

Noting defense leaders’ pledge not to impose retirement
changes for currently serving people, he asserted, “If keep- MOAA ROTC/JROTC Leadership
ing faith means no changes for today’s troops on retirement, it’s breaking faith to raise their retirement health fees Awards. During April and May, CAPT Carter Nute,
by $2,000. It’s the same as a $2,000 retired pay cut. And BG Paul Albritton, COL Jim Gleason, CAPT Parker Lawif it’s breaking faith to change the rules for someone with 1 rence, and CPT John Menoski will be presenting awards
year of service, it’s doubly so for those who already comto high achieving members of the Army, Navy, and Air
pleted 20 or 30.”
Force ROTC at the University of Florida; and, JROTC
Addressing why military fees are lower than most civilians units at Eastside, Gainesville, Buchholz, Bradford
pay, Strobridge said, “When someone gives me that argu- VoTech, and Bell high schools.
ment, I ask If the military deal is so great, are you willing to
pay what they did to earn it? Would you sign up to spend
the next 20 years being deployed to Iraq, Afghanistan or any
Below: Jim Gleason presenting the MOAA Leaderother garden spot the government wants to send you
to?’ Military people already pay far steeper premiums for
ship Award to University of Florida Junior, Cadet
health coverage than any civilian ever has or ever will.”
Heather Seidl. She is majoring in health science, and
He called the proposed plan to means-test TRICARE fees hopes to be commissioned in the Army Medical Serbased on the beneficiary’s retired pay patently discrimina- vice Corps
tory against the military. “No other federal retiree has
health benefits means-tested, and it’s rare in the civilian
world,” he said. “Under that perverse system, the longer
and more successfully you serve, the lower your health
benefit.”
Strobridge also challenged Pentagon leaders for failing in
their own responsibility to reform the stove-piped military
healthcare delivery system to make it more efficient. He
said the Defense Department’s recent review made minimal changes, in part because the decision process gave
heavy weight to how hard a change would be. “So the first
choice was to make retirees pay more, because it was easier.”
Finally, he expressed MOAA’s and The Military Coalition’s
strong objection to the proposal to index TRICARE fees to
some measure of health cost growth. “We believe the percentage increase in any year should not exceed the per5

Medical Corner [ WebMD.com]
Shingles (Herpes zoster)
Causes, incidence, and risk factors
After you get chickenpox, the virus remains inactive
(becomes dormant) in certain nerves in the body.
Shingles occurs after the virus becomes active
again in these nerves years later.

Your doctor can make the diagnosis by looking at
your skin and asking questions about your medical
history.
Tests are rarely needed, but may include taking a
skin sample to see if the skin is infected with the virus that causes shingles. Blood tests may show an
increase in white blood cells and antibodies to the
chickenpox virus but cannot confirm that the rash is
due to shingles.

The reason the virus suddenly becomes active
Treatment
again is not clear. Often only one attack occurs.
Shingles may develop in any age group, but you are
Shingles usually disappears on its own. You may
more likely to develop the condition if:
only need treatment to relieve pain. Your doctor may
prescribe a medicine that fights the virus, called an
• You are older than 60
antiviral.
• You had chickenpox before age 1
• Your immune system is weakened by medicaThe drug helps reduce pain and complications and
tions or disease
shorten the course of the disease. Acyclovir, famciclovir, and valacyclovir may be b used.
If an adult or child has direct contact with the shingles rash on someone and has not had chickenpox
The medications should be started within 24 hours
as a child or a chickenpox vaccine, they can develop
of feeling pain or burning, and preferably before the
chickenpox, rather than shingles.
blisters appear. The drugs are usually given in pill
form, in doses many times greater than those recSymptoms
ommended for herpes simplex or genital herpes.
Some people may need to receive the medicine
The first symptom is usually one-sided pain, tingling,
through a vein (by IV).
or burning. The pain and burning may be severe and
is usually present before any rash appears.
Strong anti-inflammatory medicines called corticosRed patches on the skin, followed by small blisters, teroids, such as prednisone, may be used to reduce
swelling and the risk of continued pain. These drugs
form in most people. The blisters break, forming
do not work in all patients.
small ulcers that begin to dry and form crusts. The
crusts fall off in 2 to 3 weeks. Scarring is rare. The
rash usually involves a narrow area from the spine
around to the front of the belly area or chest. The
rash may involve face, eyes, mouth, and ears.

Other medicines may include:

• Antihistamines to reduce itching (taken by mouth
or applied to the skin)
Additional symptoms may include: abdominal pain • Pain medicines
• Zostrix, a cream containing capsaicin (an extract
Chills, difficulty moving some of the muscles in the face,
of pepper) to prevent postherpetic neuralgia
drooping eyelid (ptosis), fever and chills, general illfeeling, genital lesions, headache, hearing loss, joint pain,
loss of eye motion, swollen glands (lymph nodes), taste
Cool wet compresses can be used to reduce pain.
problems, vision problems
Soothing baths and lotions, such as colloidal oat-

meal bath, starch baths, or calamine lotion, may
You may also have pain, muscle weakness, and a help to relieve itching and discomfort.
rash involving different parts of your face if shingles
affects a nerve in your face. See: Ramsay Hunt syn- Resting in bed until the fever goes down is recomdrome
mended.
[ Continued on p7]
Signs and tests
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Legislative Corner [MOAA suggested letter

Legislative Corner [continued from p5]

continued]

Oppose Disproportional TRICARE
Fee Hikes

.Please oppose this effort to make military beneficiaries pay the price of wartime costs and mismanagement.

The Administration has proposed significant increases in health fees for
nearly all categories of beneficiaries, including TRICARE Prime, TRICARE Standard, and TRICARE
For Life.

Sincerely
[Signature Block]

Medical Corner [continued from p6]

In addition, the proposal envisions doubling retail
pharmacy co- pays next year, and tripling them over
the next five years.

The skin should be kept clean, and contaminated
items should not be reused. Nondisposable items
should be washed in boiling water or otherwise disinfected before reuse.

Please use the MOAA-suggested letter below to
urge your legislators to oppose this effort to
shift disproportional costs to military beneficiaries.

The person may need to be isolated while lesions
are oozing to prevent infection of others -- especially pregnant women.

The Honorable ____________
United States Senate
716 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0905

Expectations (prognosis)
Shingles (Herpes zoster) usually clears in 2 to 3
weeks and rarely recurs. If the virus affects the
nerves that control movement (the motor nerves),
you may have temporary or permanent weakness
or paralysis.

Re: Oppose Disproportional TRICARE Fee Hikes

Senator _________:

Sometimes, the pain in the area where the shingles occurred may last from months to years. See:
Postherpetic neuralgia.

I am writing to urge you to oppose the Administration's budget proposal to dramatically increase
healthcare fees for most military beneficiaries.

Chapter Auxiliary
Members

The proposal envisions tripling fees for retired
beneficiaries under age 65 over the next few years,
and establishing a new enrollment fee for Medicare
eligibles, over and above their Part B premiums.
The plan would also double pharmacy co-pays for
FY13 and triple them over five years.

We welcome and encourage
auxiliary members to come
to Chapter social events. If
you would like to come to
the Cinco de Mayo event at
Mexico Lindo (see page 3
for details), please send in the registration form. If you
need a ride or other assistance in order to come, please
call Candy Gleason at (352) 333-8974.

In many cases, the totality of the changes would
raise annual fees by $2,000 or more.
The reality is that a large share of DoD health costs
over the last decade have been due to wartime requirements, and Defense leaders' failure to exercise
their own responsibilities to better manage the extraordinarily inefficient DoD healthcare programs.

Surviving spouses of deceased officers or warrant officers who would, if living, be eligible for membership in
MOAA and the Gainesville Chapter are or can be auxiliary members.

[continued in next column]
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2012 - The Year of the Fisher House: Groundbreaking and construction of the Malcom Randall
VA Medical Center Fisher House will begin this year.
It will feature a “home away from home” with 20 all accessible suites, communal kitchen, laundry facilities, living
areas, and study area; 10,000 guest nights per year; a refuge to veterans, military members and their families in 52
counties in North Florida and South Georgia; and a location on VA property adjacent to the medical center. Gainesville MOAA members continue to support the Gainesville Fisher House.
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Chapter Membership Application

Membership Application Continued

Rank: ____________________________________

Annual Membership (1 Jan through 31 Dec) is
$15, Auxiliary $10.

Full Name: ________________________________

Mail completed form with check (payable to
MOAA) to: Gainesville Chapter, MOAA, PO
Box 142423, Gainesville, Fl 32614-2423

Service: __________________________________
Date of Birth: ______________________________
Spouse (Full Name):
_________________________

VA Homeless Project

____Retired

____Reserve

____Active Duty

____Widow(er)*

____Former Officer

____National Guard

The Armory is now no longer available for storing donations. The
Honor Center is looking for someone to donate a building to store
things in. If you know someone who
can help please call Mindy Duncan.

____Regular
Telephone (Land Line): _____________________
Cell Phone: _______________________________
Email Address: ____________________________
Mailing Address: __________________________
________________________________________

Mindy’s contact information is as follows:

Spouse’s Name: __________________________
Year Entered Service: ______________________

Mindy Duncan

Year Retired or Separated: ___________________

Telephone: (352) 548-1800

Year Arrived in Gainesville Area: _____________

Address: 1604 SE 3rd Avenue

National MOAA Member # (leave blank if not a
national member—see moaa.org to join):
_________________________________________

You can deliver small items to the HONOR
Center. Mindy will make arrangements with
you for the pickup of furniture or large items.

Volunteer Preferences: Leadership Position □
Committee

□

Newsletter

□

Web site

□

Any/Other

□

Call Mindy at The HONOR Center — she will
tell you when you can deliver donations.

Directions to the VA HONOR Facility:
Williston Rd to Right on E University, Right on
SE Hawthorne Rd (SR 20), Right on SE 15th
Street, Left on SE 3d Avenue to 1604 SE 3d
Avenue

Business:
__________________________________
Hobbies:
__________________________________
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2012 Officers and Directors

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR 2012
President
Carter Nute (Capt, USN Ret)

Chapter Social Functions and Meetings

ccnute@earthlink.net
(352) 335-1293

Treasurer

•

Thursday, 16 February 2012— Sweetheart Dinner (Valentine’s Event), at Gainesville Country
Club. Social Hour: 6:00pm—Dinner: 6:30pm

•

Thursday, 3 May — Cinco de Mayo Dinner
at Mexico Lindo Restaurant. Social Hour:
6:00pm—Dinner: 6:30pm

•
•

June — TBA—Joint Member/Spouse and Rotary Luncheon — Napolatano's. 11:30
July/August — no events.

•

October—TBA

•

Sunday, 11 November— Veteran’s Day Picnic,
at Ginnie Springs at 2:30pm

•

Thursday, 13 December - Holiday Dinner, at
Gainesville Country Club. Social Hour:
6:30pm— Dinner: 7pm

Rodney Bolling (LCdr, USN Ret) bollinra@gm.sbac.edu
((904) 537-5287
Secretary
Parker Lawrence (Capt, USN

lawrencelaw@bellsouth.net

Ret)

(352) 373-4160

Directors
Paul Albritton (BGen, USAF Ret) jalbri7160@aol.com
(352)462-7160
Candy Gleason (Immediate Past gleason6@cox.net
President)

(352) 333-8974

Mickey Smith (Capt, USN Ret)

mickey@acceleration.net
(352)-376-6611

Walt Visniski (Cdr, USN Ret)

wvisniski@cox.net
(352) 331-8553

Military Officer’s Wives (MOW) 2011

Committees

(Social Hour 11:30am— Lunch 12pm)

-Legislative -Walt Visniski (Cdr, wvisniski@cox.net
USN Ret)

(352) 331-8553

-Membership - Roger Pierce

roger@piercepages.com

( Maj, USAF Ret)

(352) 378-7063

•

Tuesday, 24 January—- Military Officers
Wives (MOW) Luncheon-Gainesville Country
Club

-Newsletter/TOPS Liaison Jim Gleason (Col, USA Ret)

gleason6@cox.net

•

Tuesday, 27 March — Military Officers Wives
(MOW) Luncheon—Gainesville Country Club,
BELK FASHION SHOW

•

Tuesday, 22 May — Military Officers Wives
(MOW) Luncheon—Gainesville Country
Club

•

Tuesday, 23 October — Military Officers Wives
(MOW) Luncheon—Gainesville Country Club

(352) 333-8974
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Chapter Board Meeting
Date: Tuesday, 8 May
Time: 7:30PM
Location: Queen of Peace Church,10900
SW 24th Avenue [Enter the Church, and follow meeting signs to the right]
All Members, Auxiliary Members, and
Spouses are welcome.
Worn or Tattered Flag Disposal or Retirement.
Well known WWII Veteran Bob Gasche has put
a drop box in every Publix store in Gainesville for
people to turn in US flags that are no longer serviceable, and, as a matter of respect, need to be
properly disposed of — Bob ensures that the
drop boxes are emptied, and the flags are properly burned. Flags also can be taken to the VFW
on Waldo Road, or the American Legion Post 16
hall at 4701 NW 6th Street in Gainesville.
$1.00 General Admission for Veterans - Call 352375-4683 x 6800 for information.

Use Our Sponsors and Thank Them!!!
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We Thank Our Sponsors.

Forest Meadows
Funeral Homes

Veterans
Funeral Care

Jim Lynch
Veteran’s Representative
352-538-3119
jlynch@forestmeadowsfh.com
Gainesville Chapter, MOAA
P.O. Box 142423
Gainesville, FL 32614– 2423
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