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The Eagle’s Eye 

November –December 2011 

Newsletter of the Gainesville, Florida Chapter of the Military Officers Association of  America (MOAA) 

President’s Message 

Thank you to Chapter representatives who staffed our information station at the second 

annual All American Liberty Fest held at Santa Fe College on Sunday, 6 November and 

once again on 11 November at the Kanapaha Veterans Day Celebration.  Those two ven-

ues  offered us and opportunity to increase community awareness about our chapter.  

Chapter members stimulated interest among eligible  veterans to join MOAA National 

and our local chapter. 

Veterans Day concluded with a highly successful Chapter Picnic at Ginnie Springs with 

catered selections from Sonny’s Barbeque.  Special thanks go to our Ginnie Springs 

host/owners, Bill & Bobbie Suggs, and their assistant, Cathy Francis, whose personal 

attention to provide beverages, table set-up and patriotic decorations made this annual 

event a chapter highlight.   

As we reflect on Veterans Day, let us not forget all members of our armed forces who 

continue time honored service to our great nation.  These young men and women carry 

on the traditions we hold dearly to personal military experience.  The continued service 

of our “all volunteer force” patriots may be in jeopardy as a result of congressional ma-

neuvers to change the well deserved  benefits that were promised in exchange for their 

dedicated service.  Finding ways to balance the national budget, government leaders 

appear to be clearing the table with nothing being considered sacrosanct. 

The November issue of the MOAA Military Officer magazine outlines White House pro-

posals to civilianize some military benefits.  Specifically, plans include “…$27 billion in 

cuts to the military health care package and a proposal that could cut even more from 

the military retirement system.”  These proposals essentially”...cites a goal of making a 

military health care and retirement benefits more like those of federal civilians and pri-

vate-sector workers.”  These initiatives fail to acknowledge the purpose of the unique 

military benefits package to compensate for the extraordinary demands and sacrifice 

placed on military families. 

You can help turn the tide of these initiatives with your expressed concern to our con-

gressional representatives.  Consider using the recommended tear-out postcards and 

letters published in issues of MOAA  Military Officer magazine.  Place your signature and 

a hand written note to these pre-printed documents and mail them to our Florida con-

gressional leaders.   

        (Continued on page 2) 
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President’s Message (continued from page 1) 

Congressional feedback clearly suggests the volume of these constituent mailings do get their attention. Our 

collective efforts will help, “pay it forward” so our young patriots may continue to enjoy the well deserved 

benefits for their dedicated service. 

Plan to join us for our Holiday Dinner Party at the Gainesville Country Club on Thursday, 15 December.  This 

festive end of the year gathering is always a member favorite.   See the information and reservation sheet in-

cluded in this edition of the Eagles Eye.  We look forward to your attendance. 

Carter 

Chapter Elections for 2012—Your Chapter Needs Help!! 

Please consider volunteering to be on our Chapter Board of Directors, serve on a Committee, or help with 

projects like our VA Homeless Project. Two hours per month makes a big difference. 

Our current Board  appointed a Nominating Committee to develop a slate of Officers and Directors for 2012 

Our Chapter election is conducted by mail/email using a ballot on page 4 in this edition of the Eagles Eye. 

See current nominees under Chapter Election ballot.  We need a volunteer for First VP and 2d VP. 

Contact Jim Gleason at (352) 333-8974 or gleason6@cox.net. 

 

A  s p ec ia l m es s ag e  fro m  M O A A 's p res id e n t . 
It 's t im e  t o m a n  b a tt le  st at io n s.  

T he Adm in istr ation  pu t ou t it s pla n to  c ut  th e d ef ic it by $ 3 tr ill io n ov er th e ne xt 10  yea rs , in clu din g sp ec ific  
p rop os als for  $ 2 7 b illio n in c ut s in th e m ilitar y  retir em en t an d  h ea lt h ca re p ac kag e. 

T he Adm in istr ation  pla n en visio ns :  

 E sta blish in g an  an nu al en rollm e nt fee for  T RICAR E For  L ife 

 An oth er  (u n sp ecif ied ) re tail ph arm ac y co pay  h ike 

 E sta blish in g a BRA C-sty le  c omm iss io n to  r ec omm e nd  "m od ern izin g"  th e m ilitar y  retir em e nt s yst em  

M os t up se tting , the  s tate d inte nt  o f th e pr op os als is to  "a lig n g over nm en t prog ram s with  th ose  in  the  p riva te 
se cto r"  an d a dd res s th e "m eas ur ab le disp ar ity bet wee n th e fees  m os t r etir ed p riva te sec tor  wo rke rs 
p ay...an d w ha t r etire d m ilitar y per so nn el pa y."  

T ho se w ord s  s ho w a s ho ck in g in sen sitiv it y t o th e e xtr aor din ar y de m an ds  an d sa cr if ice s im po se d on  car eer  
se rvic em em ber s a nd  fa m ilie s. 

Ou r s tro ng  sta nc e ha s attr ac ted  a  m ajor m e dia b litz . O ur  sta ff  exp ert s ha ve b een  q uo ted  in  Th e N ew  Y or k 
T im es,  Th e W a sh in gto n Po st,  US A Tod ay ,  an d "Th e L ou  D ob bs  S ho w". W e an ticip ate  a  g re at de al of  m edia  
at ten tion  o ver  t he n ext few  w eek s du e to  M OA A 's re pu tatio n as  a reliab le  so ur ce. 

N ow  is  the  t im e fo r you  to m o bilize . P le ase  join  MO AA an d  s tar t a ctiv e ly  wo rkin g to  p ro tect  y ou r inte res ts  
an d  th o se of  th e cu rr en t a nd  fu tu re for ce.  

T his  is n't ju s t abo u t e qu ity . I t's  ab ou t an  atta ck on  the  c or e e lem en ts  th a t s u sta in  th e q u ality  ca ree r forc e 
th at p rot ect s ou r n ation al se cu rity . 

An y w ho  c on tinu e to  s it o n th e sid eline s je op ard ize  th e ir  ow n int ere sts ,  th e m ilitar y  co mm unity 's , an d th e 
n ation 's fu tur e ca pab ilit y to su st a in a  s tro ng  na tion al defen se . 

T his  b attle  is  ju st be gin nin g.  

Sin ce re ly,  
VADM  N o rb Ryan , US N  (Re t)  P residen t  
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Date: Thursday, December 15th 

Time: Social Hour: 6:30—7:00pm; Dinner: 7:00—8:30pm 

Location: Gainesville Country Club 

 

 

Menu: Prime Rib or Grilled Salmon Plated Dinner with mixed green salad/sliced tomatoes, twice 

baked potatoes, mixed vegetables, breads and butter, and cheesecake dessert. Coffee, tea, and sodas 

included 

Name: ______________________________________ 

                             (print  name for  name tag) 

Spouse/Guest Name: _________________________ 

                                                      (print  name for  name tag)  

Number of Reservations: Prime Rib______ Grilled Salmon_____  

 

Total Amount Enclosed ($30 per person): _________  

[We need this by Tuesday, December 13th in order to give the Club our final headcount — Call Carter 

Nute 352-335-1293 if you have any problem with this deadline] 

 RSVP with check   

                        Gainesville Chapter MOAA 

                         PO Box 142423 

                         Gainesville FL 32614-2423 

Piano Music. Sing 

Our Service Songs!! 
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Chapter Election Ballot— Please fill out the ballot below, and send (not later than 10 

December) to: 

Gainesville Chapter MOAA 

PO Box 142423 

Gainesville, FL 32614-2423 

               

 

Officers        Yes No Write-In Name 

President: Carter Nute (Capt, USN, Ret)     ___ ___ __________________ 

Vice President:                                                                                                         __________________ 

Treasurer: Rodney Bolling (LCdr, USN, Ret)     ___ ___ __________________ 

Secretary: Parker Lawrence (Capt, USN, Ret)    ___ ___ __________________ 

Directors 

Candy Gleason (Member Spouse)(Immediate Past President)  ___ ___ __________________ 

Paul Albritton (BGen, USAF, Ret)      ___ ___ __________________ 

Nick Ross (Capt, USN, Ret)                                                               ___ ___ __________________ 

Mickey Smith (Capt, USN, Ret)      ___ ___ __________________ 

Walt Visniski (Cdr, USN, Ret)       ___ ___ __________________ 

Write in                                                                                               _____________________________

     

 

Annual Dues 

 

Chapter By Law, Article VI—Dues, Section 1, requires that the annual dues for each Member and 

Auxiliary Member be recommended by the Board of Directors to the Membership. 

 

The Board of Directors recommends that: 

 

• Annual dues for Members remain at $15 per calendar year.  

• Annual dues for Auxiliary Members remain at $10 per calendar year. 

Approve Board Recommendation _____ Disapprove Board Recommendation _______ 
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All American Liberty Fest, a Family Event at Santa Fe College, on Sunday, November 6th 

• Our MOAA Chapter, along with other veteran’s groups, and county and community organizations, was 

involved in the planning and execution of this special patriotic event.  

• We  had a booth with a display table (supported by MOAA in Washington) on “Veteran’s Row”.   

  

 

 

 

 

Above: Carter Nute and 

Jerry Kennedy  at MOAA 

Booth. Jim Lynch 

(Retired County Veteran 

Services Officer) and 

wife, Carey.  

Left: Liberty Fest Plan-

ner, Sandra Pintos Tor-

res.  

Right: Mayer Littman  
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VETERANS DAY 2011 — KANAPAHA PARK   

Rodney Bolling, JNROTC commander at 

Gainesville High School had his students 

raising funds by operating a food stand. 

Jack Martin and Chapter President Carter Nute 

at the MOAA booth. Jack, wearing his Army 

uniform, looked like he was ready to go back 

on active duty! 

Carter Nute and Walt Visniski  on Veteran’s 

Row. 
Candy Gleason, Immediate Past Chapter Presi-

dent, at the MOAA booth on Veteran’s Row. 

Malcom Randall VA Medical Center needs Volunteers to help in the new bed tower. The tower 

opened on September 24th. Volunteers are needed to staff the new information desk. Volunteers at 

the desk would welcome visitors and veterans, and provide direction for people entering the building 

from the Archer Road entrance. This is a good opportunity for those who want to volunteer but cannot 

push wheel chairs or be on their feet for long periods of time. Call 352-538-6999. 
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Veteran’s Day 2011 — Kanapaha Park. Medal of Honor recipient, Duane Dewey, was hon-

ored with dedication of a memorial in his name. Don Sherry, Chairman of the Alachua County Veteran’s 

Advisory Board, and a Korean War veteran, is shown next to the memorial during the ceremony. 

 

 

 

Veteran’s Day Chapter Picnic at Ginnie Springs 

Far Left: Large Crowd at Kana-

paha. Left: Bill and Dottie Moore. 

Above: Madeline Stegmaier 

Veteran’s Day 2011 —Kanapaha Park  
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Veteran’s Groups in Alachua County, and the Alachua County Veteran’s  

Advisory Board Ask You to Support  the Remember Pearl Harbor ceremony on  

Wednesday, December 7th. This event is sponsored by the Korean War   

Veterans Association 
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Chapter Membership Application  

Rank: ____________________________________ 

Full Name: ________________________________ 

Service: __________________________________ 

Date of Birth: ______________________________ 

Spouse (Full Name): _________________________ 

____Retired                          ____Reserve 

____Active Duty                  ____Widow(er)* 

____Former Officer             ____National Guard 

____Regular 

Telephone (Land Line): _____________________ 

Cell Phone: _______________________________ 

Email Address: ____________________________ 

Mailing Address: __________________________ 

________________________________________ 

Spouse’s Name: __________________________ 

Year Entered Service: ______________________ 

Year Retired or Separated: ___________________ 

Year Arrived in Gainesville Area: _____________ 

National MOAA Member # (leave blank if not a na-

tional member—see moaa.org to join): 

_________________________________________ 

Volunteer Preferences: Leadership Position  □ 

    Committee  □ 

    Newsletter  □ 

    Web site  □ 

    Any/Other  □ 

Business: __________________________________ 

Hobbies: __________________________________ 

 

Signature: ________________________________ 

VA Homeless Project 

We can all help. 

Many Chapter Members have made donations like 

the ones described below. We also have devoted 

help to the Honor Center in organizing donations 

received from our Chapter and others in Gaines-

ville. 

You can donate the following kinds of goods by 

calling Mindy Duncan, who works with Vianne 

Marchese (our speaker at the June 2009 Lunch-

eon). Members of our Chapter have donated goods, 

and we also have made a monetary donation to this 

program. 

dishes, utensils,  personal hygiene (new) products, linens, tow-

els, sheets, blankets, pillow cases,  small rugs, furniture, clean-

ing products,  [Anything that a homeless Vet with nothing can 

use when going into an apartment would be a good donation]. 

[underwear and socks are needed now] 

You can deliver small items. Mindy will make ar-

rangements with you for the pickup of furniture or 

large items.  

Call Mindy at The HONOR Center — she will tell 

you when you can deliver donations. Mindy’s con-

tact information is as follows:  

Mindy Duncan 

Telephone: (352) 548-1800 

Address: 1604 SE 3rd Avenue 

Directions to the VA  HONOR Facility:  

Williston Rd to Right on E University, Right on 

SE Hawthorne Rd (SR 20), Right on SE 15th 

Street, Left on SE 3d Avenue to 1604 SE 3d 

Avenue 

 

Membership Application Continued 

Annual Membership (1 Jan through 31 Dec) is 

$15, Auxiliary $10. 

Mail completed form with check (payable to 

MOAA) to: Gainesville Chapter, MOAA, PO 

Box 142423, Gainesville, Fl 32614-2423  
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ccnute@earthlink.net 

(352) 335-1293 

 

nross@aol.com 

(352) 331-7958 

 

bollinra@gm.sbac.edu 

((904) 537-5287 

 

jalbri7160@aol.com 

(352)462-7160 

gleason6@cox.net 

(352) 333-8974 

mickey@acceleration.net 

(352)-376-6611 

wvisniski@cox.net 

(352) 331-8553 

lawrencelaw@bellsouth.net 

(352) 373-4160 

 

 

wvisniski@cox.net 

(352) 331-8553 

roger@piercepages.com 

(352) 378-7063 

gleason6@cox.net 

(352) 333-8974 

(352) 372-5517 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2011 Officers and Directors 

 

President                            

Carter Nute (Capt, USN Ret)               

                 

Treasurer  

Nicklous Ross (Capt, USN Ret) 

 

Secretary  

Rodney Bolling (LCdr, USN Ret)       

 

Directors  

Paul Albritton (BGen, USAF Ret) 

 

Candy Gleason (Immediate Past 

President) 

Mickey Smith (Capt, USN Ret) 

 

Walt Visniski (Cdr, USN Ret) 

 

Parker Lawrence (Capt, USN  

Ret) 

 

Committees 

-Legislative -Walt Visniski  (Cdr, 

 USN Ret) 

-Membership - Roger Pierce  

(Maj, USAF Ret) 

-Newsletter/TOPS Liaison -  

 Jim Gleason (Col, USA Ret) 

-Chaplain - Jay Lauer (LCoL, 

USAF Ret) 

                        

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR 2011 

Chapter Social Functions and Meetings 

 

• Thursday, 10 February 2011— Sweetheart Dinner 

(Valentine’s Event), at Gainesville Country Club. Social 

Hour: 6:00pm—Dinner: 6:30pm 

• Monday, 2 May —   Cinco de Mayo Dinner at Mexico 

Lindo Restaurant. Social Hour: 6:00pm—Dinner: 6:30pm 

• Monday, 6 June — Joint Member/Spouse and Rotary 
Luncheon —  

        Napolatano's. Social Hour 11:30 Lunch at Noon. Sheriff 

         Sadie Darnell      

• July/August — no events. 

• Thursday, 6 October 2011— Joint Member/Spouse    
Luncheon  — at Gainesville Country Club. Social hour 
11:30am— Lunch at noon. Speaker Lieutenant General 
John M. LeMoyne, USA (Retired) .                 

 

• Friday, 11 November— Veteran’s Day Picnic,  at Ginnie 
Springs at 2:30pm 

 

• Thursday, 15 December—Holiday Dinner, at 
Gainesville Country Club. Social Hour: 
6:30pm— Dinner: 7pm 

 

Military Officer’s Wives (MOW) 2011 

  (Social Hour 11:30am— Lunch 12pm) 

• Tuesday, 25 January—- Military Officers Wives (MOW) 
Luncheon-Gainesville Country Club [Fisher  House Pres-
entation]  

 

• Tuesday, 22 March — Military Officers Wives (MOW) 
Luncheon—Gainesville Country Club, Stein Mart Fash-
ion show 

 

• Tuesday, 24 May — Military Officers Wives (MOW) 
Luncheon—Gainesville Country Club  

 

• Tuesday, 25 October — Military Officers Wives (MOW) 
Luncheon—Gainesville Country Club  

 

  Coming Event (Save this Date) 
 

•  Tuesday, 24 January 2012—Military Officers  
Wives  (MOW) Luncheon—Gainesville Country 
Club —Fashion Show by Belks 
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Use Our Sponsors and Thank Them!!! 
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Gainesville Chapter, MOAA 

P.O. Box 142423 

Gainesville, FL 32614– 2423 

We Thank Our Sponsors.  

Forest Meadows 
Funeral Homes 

 

Veterans  
   Funeral Care 

 
Jim Lynch 

Veteran’s Representative 
352-538-3119 

jlynch@forestmeadowsfh.com 


