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Newsletter of the Gainesville, Florida Chapter oftie Military Officers Association of America (MOAA)

Memorial Day Edition —Dedicated to all those Americans

who sacrificed their lives in service to our great

country.

Memorial Day

President’s Message

Congratulations to Lieutenant Commander Rodney Bolling, USN (Ret), and his East-
side High School Cadets for recognition as the most improved Navy JROTC Unit in
District Seven. See page 6 for details on the Eastside NJROTC awards night.

Gainesville Chapter members Jim and Candy Gleason and Carter and Barbara Nute
joined one hundred forty-two other Florida Council of Chapters (FCOC) members for
their annual Conference, this time held at sea aboard the Royal Caribbean Interna-
tional cruise ship Freedom of the Seas. Several FCOC conference meetings were
held during at sea days on this seven day cruise.

Major General Joe Lynch, USAF (Ret), MOAA General Counsel and Corporate Secre-
tary, presented the Welcoming Address to kick-off the conference agenda. FCOC
Chaplain, Colonel Robert Morris, USA (Ret), presided over a moving Memorial Ser-
vice, recognizing those respective chapter members who passed away since the last
annual conference. Colonel Lee Lange, USMC (Ret), MOAA Director, Council and
Chapter Affairs, presented an informative Legislative Update and a Chapter Recruiting
and Retention guidelines workshop. Major General Earl Peck, USAF (Ret) offered an
assessment on Strategic Security Challenges, and Major General John Cleland, USA
(Ret) offered an enlightening presentation about the War on Terror. Our own Colonel
Jim Gleason, USA (Ret) was formally installed as the Northeast Area Vice President
during the FCOC annual Military Ball and Installation Ceremony. A “job well done” to
the Cape Canaveral Chapter for coordinating this very successful annual convention.

Please take note of our next chapter social event on Monday, June 6th, at Napola-
tano’s Restaurant. Our special guest speaker is Alachua County Sheriff Sadie Darnell.
Details of this chapter gathering are outlined in the Flyer/Reservation form on page 2.
Mail your reservation now and plan to join us for this partnership luncheon with the
Greater Gainesville Rotary Club, and your fellow MOAA Gainesville Chapter mem-
bers. See you in June!

Carter

Luncheon on Monday, June 6th. Speaker: Sheriff Sadi e Darnell. See p. 2




Gainesville MOAA Chapter Luncheon***

Date: Monday, June 6th
Time: 11:30am— 1:00pm
Location: Napolatano’s ( 606 NW 75" Street, Gaines-

Special Guest Speaker:

Alachua County Sheriff Sadie Darnell

Event schedule :

11:30AM-1200PM Social — Cash Bar

12:00PM-12:30PM — Hot Buffet Luncheon ($15 inclusive

per/person)

12:30PM—1:00PM— Sheriff Darnell

Buffet Menu: Lasagna, Chicken Parmigiana, Tossed Sa  lad & Bread, Iced Tea

We need your reservation request not later than Thursday, June 2d, 2010.

Name:

(print name for name tag)

Guest Name:

(print name for name tag)

RSVP with check — $15/person to
Gainesville Chapter MOAA
PO Box 142423
Gainesville FL 32614-2423
Contact Carter Nute at (352) 335-1293 if you ha ve any questions.

We are pleased that the Greater Gainesville Rotary  Club will join us,
as they did for our October 2010 luncheon.




Memorial Day Resolution

Gtate Of Florid;

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the last Monday in May is set aside to mourn those who gave their lives in service
to our Nation: and

WHEREAS, our service men and women answered the call of duty and made the ultimate
sacrifice to maintain the security of our country and the liberties we hold so dear: and

WHEREAS, our Nation is honor bound to remember those who died on distant shores
defending our Nation and our way of I|fe angizt. .

WHEREAS, millions of FIorrdr-ans wore the oniforms of the-Armed Forces of the United States
during the past century with tens of thousands gi'ving their Ii-ves while serVi'ng' and

WHEREAS, more than-1.6 mrIIron veterans of the Armed Forces of he Unrted States currently
reside in Florida; and

WHEREAS, Flonda S Veteran Sennoe Organrzahons contrnue to foster the tradrtron of honoring
and remembering the Natron S war dead:; and :

WHEREAS, on Memonal Day, as hroughout the year, we pray for the famrlres of the fallen and

show our respect for the cont nbutrons hese servrce members made to the perpetuatron of American
freedom; and S e

WHEREAS, our grateful Natron honors therr selfless servroe and we acknowledge a debt of
honor beyond our capability to repay; and

WHEREAS, it is important for us as a oommrjnityi, state and country to show our gratitude for all
our soldiers, sailors, airmen, Marines, Coast Guardsmen, and Merchant Mariners who died in the
service of our Nation that we might continue to enjoy the liberties we so deeply cherish.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governor and Cabinet of the State of Florida
do hereby recognize May 30, 2011, as
MEMORIAL DAY




Memorial Day, originally called Decoration Day, is a day of remembrance for
those who have died in our nation's service. (see www.memorialday.org)

There are many stories as to its actual beginnings,  contributed honorably to the growing movement that

with over two dozen cities and towns laying claim to  culminated in Gen Logan giving his official proclama-
being the birthplace of Memorial Day. There is also  tion in 1868. It is not important who was the very first,
evidence that organized women's groups in the South what is important is that Memorial Day was estab-

were decorating graves before the end of the Civil lished. Memorial Day is not about division. It is about
War: a hymn published in 1867, "Kneel Where Our reconciliation; it is about coming together to honor
Loves are Sleeping" by Nella L. Sweet carried the those who gave their all.

dedication "To The Ladies of the South who are

Decorating the Graves of the Confederate Dead” Memorial Day was officially proclaimed on 5 May

(Source: Duke University's Historic American Sheet 1868 by General John Logan, national commander of
Music, 1850-1920). While Waterloo N.Y. was officially the Grand Army of the Republic, in his General Order
declared the birthplace of Memorial Day by President No. 11, and was first observed on 30 May 1868,
Lyndon Johnson in May 1966, it's difficult to prove when flowers were placed on the graves of Union and
conclusively the origins of the day. It is more likely Confederate soldiers at Arlington National Cemetery.
that it had many separate beginnings; each of those  The first state to officially recognize the holiday was
towns and every planned or spontaneous gathering of New York in 1873. By 1890 it was recognized by all of
people to honor the war dead in the 1860's tapped the northern states. The South refused to acknowl-
into the general human need to honor our dead, each edge the day, honoring their dead on separate days




History of Memorial Day (cont from p. 4)

Memorial Day was officially proclaimed on 5 May
1868 by General John Logan, national commander of
the Grand Army of the Republic, in his General Order
No. 11, and was first observed on 30 May 1868,
when flowers were placed on the graves of Union and
Confederate soldiers at Arlington National Cemetery.

The first state to officially recognize the holiday was
New York in 1873. By 1890 it was recognized by all of
the northern states. The South refused to acknowl-
edge the day, honoring their dead on separate days
until after World War | (when the holiday changed
from honoring just those who died fighting in the Civil
War to honoring Americans who died fighting in any
war). It is now celebrated in almost every State on the
last Monday in May (passed by Congress with the
National Holiday Act of 1971 (P.L. 90 - 363) to ensure
a three day weekend for Federal holidays), though
several southern states have an additional separate
day for honoring the Confederate war dead: January
19 in Texas, April 26 in Alabama, Florida, Georgia,
and Mississippi; May 10 in South Carolina; and June
3 (Jefferson Davis' birthday) in Louisiana and Ten-
nessee.

In 1915, inspired by the poem "In Flanders Fields,"
Moina Michael replied with her own poem:

We cherish too, the Poppy red

That grows on fields where valor led,
It seems to signal to the skies

That blood of heroes never dies.

She then conceived of an idea to wear red poppies
on Memorial day in honor of those who died serving
the nation during war. She was the first to wear one,
and sold poppies to her friends and co-workers with
the money going to benefit servicemen in need. Later
a Madam Guerin from France was visiting the United
States and learned of this new custom started by
Ms.Michael and when she returned to France, made
artificial red poppies to raise money for war orphaned
children and widowed women. This tradition spread to
other countries.

In 1921, the Franco-American Children's League sold
poppies nationally to benefit war orphans of France

and Belgium. The League disbanded a year later and
Madam Guerin approached the VFW for help. Shortly

before Memorial Day in 1922 the VFW became the
first veterans' organization to nationally sell poppies.
Two years later their "Buddy" Poppy program was
selling artificial poppies made by disabled veterans.
In 1948 the US Post Office honored Ms Michael for
her role in founding the National Poppy movement by
issuing a red 3 cent postage stamp with her likeness
on it.

Traditional observance of Memorial day has dimin-
ished over the years. Many Americans nowadays
have forgotten the meaning and traditions of Memo-
rial Day. At many cemeteries, the graves of the fallen
are increasingly ignored, neglected. Most people no
longer remember the proper flag etiquette for the day.
While there are towns and cities that still hold Memo-
rial Day parades, many have not held a parade in
decades. Some people think the day is for honoring
any and all dead, and not just those fallen in service
to our country.

There are a few notable exceptions. Since the late
50's on the Thursday before Memorial Day, the 1,200
soldiers of the 3d U.S. Infantry place small American
flags at each of the more than 260,000 gravestones
at Arlington National Cemetery.

They then patrol 24 hours a day during the weekend
to ensure that each flag remains standing.

In 1951, the Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts of St. Louis
began placing flags on the 150,000 graves at Jeffer-
son Barracks National Cemetery as an annual Good
Turn, a practice that continues to this day. More re-
cently, beginning in 1998, on the Saturday before the
observed day for Memorial Day, the Boys Scouts and
Girl Scouts place a candle at each of approximately
15,300 grave sites of soldiers buried at Fredericks-
burg and Spotsylvania National Military Park on
Marye's Heights (the Luminaria Program). And in
2004, Washington D.C. held its first Memorial Day
parade in over 60 years.

To help re-educate and remind Americans of the true
meaning of Memorial Day, the "National Moment of
Remembrance" resolution was passed on Dec 2000
which asks that at 3 p.m. local time, for all Americans
"To voluntarily and informally observe in their own
way a Moment of remembrance and respect, pausing
from whatever they are doing for a moment of silence
or listening to 'Taps."

The Moment of Remembrance is a step in the right
direction to returning the meaning back to the day.




History of Memorial Day (cont from p. 5)

JROTC News - Eastside High School

What is needed is a full return to the original day of

observance. Set aside one day out of the year for the
nation to get together to remember, reflect and honor
those who have given their all in service to their coun-

try.

But what may be needed to return the solemn, and
even sacred, spirit back to Memorial Day is for a re-
turn to its traditional day of observance. Many feel
that when Congress made the day into a three-day
weekend in the National Holiday Act of 1971, it made
it all the easier for people to be distracted from the
spirit and meaning of the day. As the VFW stated in
its 2002 Memorial Day address: "Changing the date
merely to create three-day weekends has under-
mined the very meaning of the day. No doubt, this
has contributed greatly to the general public's non-
chalant observance of Memorial Day."

On January 19, 1999 Senator Inouye introduced bill S
189 to the Senate which proposes to restore the tradi-
tional day of observance of Memorial Day back to
May 30th instead of "the last Monday in May". On
April 19, 1999 Representative Gibbons introduced the
bill to the House (H.R. 1474). The bills were referred
to the Committee on the Judiciary and the Committee
on Government Reform. There were no further de-
velopments on the bill.

JROTC News - Eastside High School

Congratulations to Gainesville MOAA Chapter mem-
ber LCdr Rodney Bolling, USN (Ret), and his Eastside
High School Cadets for recognition as the most im-
proved Navy JROTC Unit in District Seven. This an-
nouncement and subsequent award was presented to
the unit during their annual 6 May 2011 Awards Cere-
mony. This recognition is a significant milestone for a
unit that was on the verge of closure last year due to a
diminishing enrollment. LCdr Bolling gave due credit
and praise to his cadets for their determined effort to
make this turnabout accomplishment.

Additionally, during the Eastside awards ceremony,
Gainesville MOAA Chapter President Captain

Carter Nute presented Cadet CPO Joseph Branham
the MOAA Leadership Award for his outstanding unit
performance. Well done Eastside NJROTC!!

Captain Nute presenting the MOAA Leadership
Award to Cadet Joseph Branham

STGC John Philippon (Left) and LCdr Rodney
Bolling (Right) receiving the Most Improved
Navy JROTC Unit in District Seven

Transition and Placement Assistance

MOAA's Officer Placement Service (TOPS) pro-
vides assistance to members and their spouses in
career transition. TOPS offers resume advice, job
listings, background information on more than one
million companies, a career fair, and a worldwide
network of fellow MOAA members. Our TOPS

Liaison Officer is Jim Gleason (352) 222-9322.




Military and Veteran Charities News and Informatio n

[The news and information below is from http://www.charitynavigator.org/ |

Support Our Troops. Many people wish to honor the brave men and women who serve our country in the
armed forces. You can do your part to assist those serving in Iraq, Afghanistan, and elsewhere at home and
abroad by choosing a charity that assists military personnel and their families.

With so many charities engaged in these endeavors you may wonder how you can find one to trust to spend
your money wisely. To assist you we’'ve compiled this list of charities supporting soldiers and their families.
These organizations provide various services from lifting soldiers’ morale to financial assistance for food,
rent, utilities and medical expenses.

We caution you to look carefully before choosing one of these charities to support as not all operate with
equal efficiency. Those with the highest ratings have demonstrated their exceptional financial health. Donors
can be confident that contributions made to the higher rated charities will be spent efficiently as these chari-
ties have low overhead and fundraising costs enabling them to use more of their resources in carrying out
their mission.

On the other hand, the low rated charities do not operate efficiently. Much of the money donors give to those
organizations ends up in the hands of for-profit fundraisers, not the brave women and men of the United
States’ military and their families.

Fisher House Foundation

Disabled American Veterans Charitable Service Trust
Armed Services YMCA

Homes for Our Troops

National Military Family Association

The Navy SEAL Foundation

Army Emergency Relief

Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors

Special Operations Warrior Foundation

Operation Homefront

uSo

New England Center for Homeless Veterans
American Red Cross

Veterans of Foreign Wars National Home for Children
Vietham Veterans Memorial Fund

Wounded Warrior Project

Air Force Aid Society

Veterans of Foreign Wars Foundation




Military and Veteran Charities News
and Information Continued

Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society

Military Ex-Prisoners of War Foundation
Marine Corps Scholarship Foundation

Blinded Veterans Association

Disabled Veterans' LIFE Memorial Foundation
Paralyzed Veterans of America

The Veterans Fund

Arizona Paralyzed Veterans of America
Help Hospitalized Veterans 0 Stars
National Veterans Services Fund, Inc. 0 Stars
Disabled Veterans Associations 0 Stars

Wisconsin Paralyzed Veterans of America0O Stars

Legislative Update
Walt Visniski, CDR USN (Ret)

Seniors, do you think the crowds in the Social Secu-
rity office or the wait for Medicare service is a bit
long? Well be patient, it is getting worse. Even with-
out considering the upcoming millions of persons to
be added from "Obama-care", we will be experiencing
the effect of the baby-boom generation. That group is
turning age 65 at the rate of 10,000 people per day!
That's one every 8 seconds for the next 19 years.

COLA climbs higher

Have you noticed the cost of groceries and gasoline
increasing? The government doesn't consider those
two items in the cost-of-living calculation (but | sure
feel the impact). But the number-crunching that they
do perform, shows that inflation rose 1.1% for the
third month in a row and now stands at 2.1 per cent
for the year. At this rate, retirees may see at least a
modest rate increase in 2012.

Business as usual in Washington??

Cuts/reductions/decreases? Both political parties are
embattled in trying to produce a budget (which was

due 1 October 2010) to run the government in this
fiscal year 2011. At the same time, they must de-
velop the budget for FY 2012 which is due in less
than 4 months. All of this with the country weighed
down with the biggest debt in history. And as | have
been telling you, the budget choppers are looking at
all aspects of the military to cut.

Your MOAA representatives in Washington have
been very busy testifying before the various commit-
tees and doing an excellent job of getting the point
across that military service is much more than "just a
job". They have emphasized that the military retire-
ment and health care package is the primary offset
for the extraordinary demands and sacrifices inherent
in a multi-decade military career. Results from the
House Armed service committee are encouraging,
but the process means going through the full House,
Senate, and the White House. | hesitate to mention
the progress to date, because there many more steps
to go (and it is not rational).

An item that is official is the Federal Estate Tax. The
federal estate, gift, and generation-skipping transfer
(GST) tax exemption is now $5 million a person (or
$10 million for a married couple). This means lifetime
and postmortem transfers of up to $5 million are free
from taxation at the federal level. The annual gift-tax
exclusion remains at $13,000 per donor per donee.

It is important to keep up with the reports from MOAA
and to respond to your Congressmen and Senators
on these issues. These include letters/postcards/E-
mail/telephone and face to face meetings at their of-
fice or by attendance at town Hall meetings. Be sure
to attend upcoming local ceremonies for Armed
Forces Day, and Memorial Day, and if any legislators
are also in attendance, be sure to say hello to them,
thank them for their support, and ask for continuing
support.




Chapter Membership Application

VA Homeless Project

We can all help.

Many Chapter Members have made donations like
the ones described below. We also have devoted

Full Name:

Grade:

Service:

____Retired ___ Reserve
___Active Duty ____ Widow(en)*

Former Officer National Guard

Regular

Mailing Address:

help to the Honor Center in organizing donations
received from our Chapter and others in Gainesville

You can donate the following kinds of goods by
calling Mindy Duncan, who works with Vianne
Marchese (our speaker at the June 2009 Luncheon).
Members of our Chapter have donated goods, and
we also have made a monetary donation to this pro-
gram.

dishes, utensils, personal hygiene (new) products, linens, tow-
els, sheets, blankets, pillow cases, small rugs, f  urniture, clean-
ing products, [Anything that a homeless Vet with n othing can

E-mail:

use when going into an apartment would be a good do nation].

Phone:

[underwear and socks are needed now]

Birth date:

You can deliver small items. Mindy will make ar-
rangements with you for the pickup of furniture or

Spouse’s Name:

large items.

Spouse’s Birth date:

Call Mindy at The HONOR Center.

| am a member of MOAA

| am NOT a member of MOAA

MOAA # (if known):

Mindy’s contact information is as follows:

Mindy Duncan
Telephone: (352) 548-1800
Address: 1604 SE 3rd Avenue

Signature:

Gainesville’s SCORE Chapter, Counsel-
ors to America’s Small Businesses,

* Fill in your own name, address, etc. and show
ceased spouse’s rank and service.

Annual Membership (1 Jan through 31 Dec) is
$15.

Mail completed form with check for $15 (payable
MOAA) to: Gainesville Chapter, MOAA, PO Box
142423, Gainesville, FI 32614-2423

needs Volunteer Counselors

E_
Be a mentor. Help an entrepreneur suc-
ceed as a small business owner!!

Website : www.scoregainesville.org/

Email :
chapter408@scoregainesville.org

Call or email Jim Gleason at (352) 333-
8974, or email gleason6@cox.net for in-
formation.

[0




2011 Officers and Directors

President

Carter Nute (Capt, USN Ret) ccnute@earthlink.net
(352) 335-1293

Treasurer

Nicklous Ross (Capt, USN Ret) nross@aol.com
(352) 331-7958

Secretary

Rodney Bolling (LCdr, USN Ret) bollinra@gm.sbac.edu
((904) 537-5287

Directors

Paul Albritton (BGen, USAF Ret) jalbri7160@aol.com
(352)462-7160

Candy Gleason (Immediate Past gleasoné@cox.net

President) (352) 333-8974

Mickey Smith (Capt, USN Ret) ~mickey@acceleration.net
(352)-376-6611

Walt Visniski (Cdr, USN Ret) wvisniski@cox.net
(352) 331-8553

Parker Lawrence (Capt, USN lawrencelaw@bellsouth.net

Ret) (352) 373-4160

Committees

-Legislative - Walt Visniski (Cdr, Wvishiski@cox.net

USN Ret) (352) 331-8553
-Membership - Roger Pierce roger@piercepages.com
(Maj, USAF Ret) (352) 378-7063
-Newsletter/TOPS Liaison - gleason6@cox.net

Jim Gleason (Col, USA Ret) (352) 333-8974
-Chaplain - Jay Lauer (LCoL,  (352) 372-5517

USAF Ret)

Navy SEAL Foundation’s Popularity
Surges

The Navy SEAL Foundation, which provides finan-
cial assistance to the families of Navy SEALSs, has
seen a 60% increase in donations after Osama bin
Laden’s death.

ICALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR 2011

IChapter Social Functions and Meetings

Military Officer's Wives (MOW) 2011

Thursday, 10 February 2011— Sweetheart Dinner (Valentine’s Event), at
Gainesville Country Club. Social Hour: 6:00pm—Dinner: 6:30pm

Monday, 2 May — Cinco de Mayo Dinner at Mexico Lindo Restaurant.
Social Hour: 6:00pm—Dinner: 6:30pm

Monday, 6 June— Joint Member/Spouse Lunch-
eon - Speaker: Sheriff Sadie Darnell - at Napola-
tano’s. Social Hour: 11:30 - Lunch: 12:00

July/August — no events.

October — Joint Member/Spouse Luncheon — Date/Details TBA

Friday, 11 November— Veteran’s Day Picnic, Ginnie Springs at 2:30pm

Thursday, 15 December—Holiday Dinner, Gainesville Country Club. Social
Hour: 6:30pm— Dinner: 7pm

Worn or Tattered Flag Disposal or Retirement.

(Social Hour 11:30am— Lunch 12pm)

Tuesday, 25 January—- Military Officers Wives (MOW) Luncheon-
Gainesville Country Club [Fisher House Presentation]

Tuesday, 22 March — Military Officers Wives (MOW) Luncheon—GainesviIIeI
Country Club, Stein Mart Fashion show

Tuesday, 24 May — Military Officers Wives (MOW) Luncheon—Gainesville Countryl

Club (cancelled )

- _ _ |
Tuesday, 25 October — Military Officers Wives
(MOW) Luncheon—Gainesville Country Club |

Well known WWII Veteran Bob Gasche briefed the Alachua
County Veterans Advisory Board that he has put a drop box in
every Publix store in Gainesville for people to turn in US flags
that are no longer serviceable, and, as a matter of respect,
need to be retired. Bob ensures that the drop boxes are emp-
tied, and the flags are properly burned. Flags also can be
taken to the VFW on Waldo Road, or the American Legion
Post 16 hall at 4701 NW 6th Street in Gainesville.
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Funeral Homes

Funeral Care
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Gainesville Chapter, MOAA
P.O. Box 142423
Gainesville, FL 32614— 2423




